
Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist – Chicago IL  (USA)
Wednesday, August 29, 2018 
Subject:  Mustering Courage in the Face of Challenge and Change 
  
Hymns:     77, 61, 18

Bible

Joshua 1:1-2  after
after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord it came to pass, that the Lord spake unto 
Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ minister, saying,

Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, 
unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel.

Joshua 3:1-17 Joshua
Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed from Shittim, and came to Jordan, he and 
all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over.

And it came to pass after three days, that the officers went through the host;

And they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your 
God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then ye shall remove from your place, and go after it.

Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not 
near unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go: for ye have not passed this way 
heretofore.

And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves: for to-morrow the Lord will do wonders 
among you.

And Joshua spake unto the priests, saying, Take up the ark of the covenant, and pass over 
before the people. And they took up the ark of the covenant, and went before the people.

And the Lord said unto Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that 
they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee.

And thou shalt command the priests that bear the ark of the covenant, saying, When ye are 
come to the brink of the water of Jordan, ye shall stand still in Jordan.

And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, Come hither, and hear the words of the Lord your 
God.

And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among you, and that he will 
without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Hivites, and the 
Perizzites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Jebusites.



Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeth over before you into Jordan.

Now therefore take you twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, out of every tribe a man.

And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests that bear the ark of the 
Lord, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of Jordan, that the waters of Jordan shall 
be cut off from the waters that come down from above; and they shall stand upon an heap.

And it came to pass, when the people removed from their tents, to pass over Jordan, and the 
priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people;

And as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the 
ark were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the time of 
harvest,)

That the waters which came down from above stood and rose up upon an heap very far from 
the city Adam, that is beside Zaretan: and those that came down toward the sea of the plain, 
even the salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and the people passed over right against Jericho.

And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the 
midst of Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were 
passed clean over Jordan.

I Samuel 17:1-13  the (to:), 14-25  David, 32-35 David, 37-42, 45, 47-50, 58
the Philistines gathered together their armies to battle, and were gathered together at Shochoh, 
which belongeth to Judah, and pitched between Shochoh and Azekah, in Ephes–dammim.

And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together, and pitched by the valley of Elah, and 
set the battle in array against the Philistines.

And the Philistines stood on a mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the 
other side: and there was a valley between them.

And there went out a champion out of the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, 
whose height was six cubits and a span.

And he had an helmet of brass upon his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail; and the 
weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of brass.

And he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a target of brass between his shoulders.

And the staff of his spear was like a weaver’s beam; and his spear’s head weighed six hundred 
shekels of iron: and one bearing a shield went before him.

And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, and said unto them, Why are ye come out to 
set your battle in array? am not I a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul? choose you a man for 
you, and let him come down to me.



If he be able to fight with me, and to kill me, then will we be your servants: but if I prevail against 
him, and kill him, then shall ye be our servants, and serve us.

And the Philistine said, I defy the armies of Israel this day; give me a man, that we may fight 
together.

When Saul and all Israel heard those words of the Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly 
afraid.

Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Beth–lehem–judah, whose name was Jesse; and 
he had eight sons: and the man went among men for an old man in the days of Saul.

And the three eldest sons of Jesse went and followed Saul to the battle:→

David was the youngest: and the three eldest followed Saul.

But David went and returned from Saul to feed his father’s sheep at Beth–lehem.

And the Philistine drew near morning and evening, and presented himself forty days.

And Jesse said unto David his son, Take now for thy brethren an ephah of this parched corn, 
and these ten loaves, and run to the camp to thy brethren;

And carry these ten cheeses unto the captain of their thousand, and look how thy brethren fare, 
and take their pledge.

Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, fighting with the 
Philistines.

And David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep with a keeper, and took, and went, 
as Jesse had commanded him; and he came to the trench, as the host was going forth to the 
fight, and shouted for the battle.

For Israel and the Philistines had put the battle in array, army against army.

And David left his carriage in the hand of the keeper of the carriage, and ran into the army, and 
came and saluted his brethren.

And as he talked with them, behold, there came up the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath 
by name, out of the armies of the Philistines, and spake according to the same words: and 
David heard them.

And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him, and were sore afraid.

And the men of Israel said, Have ye seen this man that is come up? surely to defy Israel is he 
come up: and it shall be, that the man who killeth him, the king will enrich him with great riches, 
and will give him his daughter, and make his father’s house free in Israel.



David said to Saul, Let no man’s heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight with this 
Philistine.

And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him: for thou 
art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth.

And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father’s sheep, and there came a lion, and a 
bear, and took a lamb out of the flock:

And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose 
against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him.

David said moreover, The Lord that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw 
of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, 
and the Lord be with thee.

And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head; also he 
armed him with a coat of mail.

And David girded his sword upon his armour, and he assayed to go; for he had not proved it. 
And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them. And David put 
them off him.

And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put 
them in a shepherd’s bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand: and he 
drew near to the Philistine.

And the Philistine came on and drew near unto David; and the man that bare the shield went 
before him.

And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him: for he was but a youth, 
and ruddy, and of a fair countenance

Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a 
shield: but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, 
whom thou hast defied.

And all this assembly shall know that the Lord saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is 
the Lord’s, and he will give you into our hands.

And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew nigh to meet David, that 
David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine.

And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the 
Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the 
earth.

So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, 
and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of David.



And Saul said to him, Whose son art thou, thou young man? And David answered, I am the son 
of thy servant Jesse the Beth–lehemite.

Deuteronomy 31:6
Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the Lord thy God, he it is 
that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee
 
Psalms 27:14
Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the 
Lord.
 
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

28:32
There is too much animal courage in society and not sufficient moral courage. Christians must 
take up arms against error at home and abroad. They must grapple with sin in themselves and 
in others, and continue this warfare until they have finished their course. If they keep the faith, 
they will have the crown of rejoicing.

327:22-26
Fear of punishment never made man truly honest. Moral courage is requisite to meet the wrong 
and to proclaim the right. But how shall we reform the man who has more animal than moral 
courage, and who has not the true idea of good?

268:6
Belief in a material basis, from which may be deduced all rationality, is slowly yielding to the 
idea of a metaphysical basis, looking away from matter to Mind as the cause of every effect. 
Materialistic hypotheses challenge metaphysics to meet in final combat. In this revolutionary 
period, like the shepherd-boy with his sling, woman goes forth to battle with Goliath.
 
514:10-14
Moral courage is “the lion of the tribe of Juda,” the king of the mental realm. Free and fearless it 
roams in the forest. Undisturbed it lies in the open field, or rests in “green pastures, . . . beside 
the still waters.”

404:17
The temperance reform, felt all over our land, results from metaphysical healing, which cuts 
down every tree that brings not forth good fruit. This conviction, that there is no real pleasure in 
sin, is one of the most important points in the theology of Christian Science. Arouse the sinner to 
this new and true view of sin, show him that sin confers no pleasure, and this knowledge 
strengthens his moral courage and increases his ability to master evil and to love good.

417:3-8
Give sick people credit for sometimes knowing more than their doctors. Always support their 
trust in the power of Mind to sustain the body. Never tell the sick that they have more courage 
than strength. Tell them rather, that their strength is in proportion to their courage.



419:8-14, 16 Meet
If your patient from any cause suffers a relapse, meet the cause mentally and courageously, 
knowing that there can be no reaction in Truth. Neither disease itself, sin, nor fear has the power 
to cause disease or a relapse. Disease has no intelligence with which to move itself about or to 
change itself from one form to another.

Meet every adverse circumstance as its master. Observe mind instead of body, lest aught unfit 
for development enter thought. Think less of material conditions and more of spiritual.

97:22
 It requires courage to utter truth; for the higher Truth lifts her voice, the louder will error scream, 
until its inarticulate sound is forever silenced in oblivion.

423:18
 The metaphysician, making Mind his basis of operation irrespective of matter and regarding the 
truth and harmony of being as superior to error and discord, has rendered himself strong, 
instead of weak, to cope with the case; and he proportionately strengthens his patient with the 
stimulus of courage and conscious power. Both Science and consciousness are now at work in 
the economy of being according to the law of Mind, which ultimately asserts its absolute 
supremacy.

452:10-12
When outgrowing the old, you should not fear to put on the new. Your advancing course may 
provoke envy, but it will also attract respect.
 
From Concord Express - A Christian Science Study Resource: The King James Version of the 
Bible and Mary Baker Eddy's published writings
 


