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Subject:  Patience Through Prayer 

Are you sometimes tempted to feel impatient if waiting in line, in traffic, on the 
phone, at the airport, and many other situations? Instead of giving in to those 
frustrations we can turn to God in silent prayer, and even experience blessings. 
The readings explore this subject further.  

Hymns:   6   546   260 

Holy Bible

Job 1:1-5, 19-20
There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and 
upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.

And there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters.

His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred 
yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the 
greatest of all the men of the east.

And his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one his day; and sent and called for their 
three sisters to eat and to drink with them.

And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified 
them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of 
them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. Thus 
did Job continually.

And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the 
house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell 
thee.

Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and 
worshipped,

Job 3:1-4
After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day.

And Job spake, and said,

Let the day perish wherein I was born, and the night in which it was said, There is a man child 
conceived.

Let that day be darkness; let not God regard it from above, neither let the light shine upon it.



Job 38:1-4
Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said,

Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?

Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me.

Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding.

Job 42:1-5, 11-12, 15-16
Then Job answered the Lord, and said,

I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden from thee.

Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood 
not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not.

Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.

I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.
 
 Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his 
acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and 
comforted him over all the evil that the Lord had brought upon him: every man also gave him a 
piece of money, and every one an earring of gold.

So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen thousand 
sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses.

And in all the land were no women found so fair as the daughters of Job: and their father gave 
them inheritance among their brethren.

After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and his sons’ sons, even four 
generations.

Psalms 139:1, 7-12, 14
O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me.

Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?

If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.

If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;

Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.

If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me.



Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the 
light are both alike to thee.

I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my 
soul knoweth right well.

Genesis 28:1-5 Isaac
Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said unto him, Thou shalt not take a 
wife of the daughters of Canaan.

Arise, go to Padan–aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother’s father; and take thee a wife from 
thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother’s brother.

And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a 
multitude of people;

And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with thee; that thou mayest 
inherit the land wherein thou art a stranger, which God gave unto Abraham.

And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went to Padan–aram unto Laban, son of Bethuel the 
Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and Esau’s mother.

Genesis 29:1-20 Jacob
Jacob went on his journey, and came into the land of the people of the east.

And he looked, and behold a well in the field, and, lo, there were three flocks of sheep lying by 
it; for out of that well they watered the flocks: and a great stone was upon the well’s mouth.

And thither were all the flocks gathered: and they rolled the stone from the well’s mouth, and 
watered the sheep, and put the stone again upon the well’s mouth in his place.

And Jacob said unto them, My brethren, whence be ye? And they said, Of Haran are we.

And he said unto them, Know ye Laban the son of Nahor? And they said, We know him.

And he said unto them, Is he well? And they said, He is well: and, behold, Rachel his daughter 
cometh with the sheep.

And he said, Lo, it is yet high day, neither is it time that the cattle should be gathered together: 
water ye the sheep, and go and feed them.

And they said, We cannot, until all the flocks be gathered together, and till they roll the stone 
from the well’s mouth; then we water the sheep.

And while he yet spake with them, Rachel came with her father’s sheep: for she kept them.

And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother’s brother, and 
the sheep of Laban his mother’s brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone from the 
well’s mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother’s brother.



And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept.

And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father’s brother, and that he was Rebekah’s son: and 
she ran and told her father.

And it came to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of Jacob his sister’s son, that he ran to meet 
him, and embraced him, and kissed him, and brought him to his house. And he told Laban all 
these things.

And Laban said to him, Surely thou art my bone and my flesh. And he abode with him the space 
of a month.

And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou therefore serve me for 
nought? tell me, what shall thy wages be?

And Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger 
was Rachel.

Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel was beautiful and well favoured.

And Jacob loved Rachel; and said, I will serve thee seven years for Rachel thy younger 
daughter.

And Laban said, It is better that I give her to thee, than that I should give her to another man: 
abide with me.

And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the 
love he had to her.
 
I Thessalonians 1:1-7
Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in God the 
Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers;

Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;

Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.

For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in 
much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.

And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, 
with joy of the Holy Ghost:

So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia.



James 1:1-4
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered 
abroad, greeting.

My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;

Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.

But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

Hebrews 12:1-3
Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us,

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied 
and faint in your minds.

Romans 8:24-25, 28
For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he 
yet hope for?

But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose.
 
Psalms 27:14
Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the 
Lord.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

262:17 
Job said: “I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee.” 
Mortals will echo Job’s thought, when the supposed pain and pleasure of matter cease to 
predominate. They will then drop the false estimate of life and happiness, of joy and sorrow, and 
attain the bliss of loving unselfishly, working patiently, and conquering all that is unlike God.

20:24
Material belief is slow to acknowledge what the spiritual fact implies. The truth is the centre of all 
religion. It commands sure entrance into the realm of Love. St. Paul wrote, “Let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us;” that is, let us put aside material self and sense, and seek the divine 
Principle and Science of all healing.



454:17
 Love for God and man is the true incentive in both healing and teaching. Love inspires, 
illumines, designates, and leads the way. Right motives give pinions to thought, and strength 
and freedom to speech and action. Love is priestess at the altar of Truth. Wait patiently for 
divine Love to move upon the waters of mortal mind, and form the perfect concept. Patience 
must “have her perfect work.”

4:3-5
What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in patience, 
meekness, love, and good deeds.

365:31
 The poor suffering heart needs its rightful nutriment, such as peace, patience in tribulation, and 
a priceless sense of the dear Father’s loving-kindness.

515:4-5
Patience is symbolized by the tireless worm, creeping over lofty summits, persevering in its 
intent.

9:21-4
 This is the El Dorado of Christianity. It involves the Science of Life, and recognizes only the 
divine control of Spirit, in which Soul is our master, and material sense and human will have no 
place.

Are you willing to leave all for Christ, for Truth, and so be counted among sinners? No! Do you 
really desire to attain this point? No! Then why make long prayers about it and ask to be 
Christians, since you do not care to tread in the footsteps of our dear Master? If unwilling to 
follow his example, why pray with the lips that you may be partakers of his nature? Consistent 
prayer is the desire to do right. Prayer means that we desire to walk and will walk in the light so 
far as we receive it, even though with bleeding footsteps, and that waiting patiently on the Lord, 
we will leave our real desires to be rewarded by Him.

265:23
Who that has felt the loss of human peace has not gained stronger desires for spiritual joy? The 
aspiration after heavenly good comes even before we discover what belongs to wisdom and 
Love. The loss of earthly hopes and pleasures brightens the ascending path of many a heart. 
The pains of sense quickly inform us that the pleasures of sense are mortal and that joy is 
spiritual.

66:17
Amidst gratitude for conjugal felicity, it is well to remember how fleeting are human joys. Amidst 
conjugal infelicity, it is well to hope, pray, and wait patiently on divine wisdom to point out the 
path.

254:10-12
 When we wait patiently on God and seek Truth righteously, He directs our path.
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