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Subject:  Distinguishing God's Voice

By consciously turning away from listening to the many clamoring voices so often 
prevalent in daily life we can rise higher in thought and instead learn to listen for, and 
distinguish God’s voice, often as simply as a “still, small voice”; and thereby find peace 
and freedom. The readings explore this subject further.
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Hymns:  5, 396, 308

Holy Bible

I Kings 17:1 Elijah
Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the Lord God of 
Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to 
my word.

I Kings 19:9-13 (to .)
And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of the Lord came to 
him, and he said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah?

And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: for the children of Israel have 
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, 
even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.

And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed 
by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the 
Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in 
the earthquake:

And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small 
voice.

And it was so, when Elijah heard it that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and 
stood in the entering in of the cave.

Luke 8:40
And it came to pass, that, when Jesus was returned, the people gladly received him: for they 
were all waiting for him.

John 10:1-5, 23-30
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up 
some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.

But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.



To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calleth his own sheep by 
name, and leadeth them out.

And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for 
they know his voice.

And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of 
strangers.

And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon’s porch.

Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to 
doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.

Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father’s name, 
they bear witness of me.

But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand.

My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father’s hand.

I and my Father are one.

I Samuel 1:1-2, 4-5, 7-12, 17-22, 28
Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim–zophim, of mount Ephraim, and his name was 
Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephrathite:

And he had two wives; the name of the one was Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah: 
and Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children. →

And when the time was that Elkanah offered, he gave to Peninnah his wife, and to all her sons 
and her daughters, portions:

But unto Hannah he gave a worthy portion; for he loved Hannah: but the Lord had shut up her 
womb.

And as he did so year by year, when she went up to the house of the Lord, so she provoked her; 
therefore she wept, and did not eat.

Then said Elkanah her husband to her, Hannah, why weepest thou? and why eatest thou not? 
and why is thy heart grieved? am not I better to thee than ten sons?



So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk. Now Eli the priest 
sat upon a seat by a post of the temple of the Lord.

And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the Lord, and wept sore.

And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine 
handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid 
a man child, then I will give him unto the Lord all the days of his life, and there shall no razor 
come upon his head.

And it came to pass, as she continued praying before the Lord, that Eli marked her mouth.

Then Eli answered and said, Go in peace: and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou 
hast asked of him.

And she said, Let thine handmaid find grace in thy sight. So the woman went her way, and did 
eat, and her countenance was no more sad.

And they rose up in the morning early, and worshipped before the Lord, and returned, and came 
to their house to Ramah: and Elkanah knew Hannah his wife; and the Lord remembered her.

Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was come about after Hannah had conceived, that 
she bare a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, Because I have asked him of the Lord.

And the man Elkanah, and all his house, went up to offer unto the Lord the yearly sacrifice, and 
his vow.

But Hannah went not up; for she said unto her husband, I will not go up until the child be 
weaned, and then I will bring him, that he may appear before the Lord, and there abide for ever.

Therefore also I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord. And 
he worshipped the Lord there.

I Samuel 3:1-10 1st the, 19-21
the child Samuel ministered unto the Lord before Eli. And the word of the Lord was precious in 
those days; there was no open vision.

And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid down in his place, and his eyes began to 
wax dim, that he could not see;

And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was, and 
Samuel was laid down to sleep;

That the Lord called Samuel: and he answered, Here am I.

And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called not; lie down 
again. And he went and lay down.



And the Lord called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; 
for thou didst call me. And he answered, I called not, my son; lie down again.

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was the word of the Lord yet revealed unto him.

And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said, Here 
am I; for thou didst call me. And Eli perceived that the Lord had called the child.

Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, 
Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

And the Lord came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel 
answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth.

And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and did let none of his words fall to the ground.

And all Israel from Dan even to Beer–sheba knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet 
of the Lord.

And the Lord appeared again in Shiloh: for the Lord revealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the 
word of the Lord.

Isaiah 30:21
And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn 
to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

323:28
The effects of Christian Science are not so much seen as felt. It is the “still, small voice” of Truth 
uttering itself. We are either turning away from this utterance, or we are listening to it and going 
up higher. Willingness to become as a little child and to leave the old for the new, renders 
thought receptive of the advanced idea. Gladness to leave the false landmarks and joy to see 
them disappear, — this disposition helps to precipitate the ultimate harmony. The purification of 
sense and self is a proof of progress. “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”
 
213:16-29
Sound is a mental impression made on mortal belief. The ear does not really hear. Divine 
Science reveals sound as communicated through the senses of Soul — through spiritual 
understanding.

Mozart experienced more than he expressed. The rapture of his grandest symphonies was 
never heard. He was a musician beyond what the world knew. This was even more strikingly 
true of Beethoven, who was so long hopelessly deaf. Mental melodies and strains of sweetest 
music supersede conscious sound. Music is the rhythm of head and heart. Mortal mind is the 
harp of many strings, discoursing either discord or harmony according as the hand, which 
sweeps over it, is human or divine.



308:14
The Soul-inspired patriarchs heard the voice of Truth, and talked with God as consciously as 
man talks with man.

581:4
Angels. God’s thoughts passing to man; spiritual intuitions, pure and perfect; the inspiration of 
goodness, purity, and immortality, counteracting all evil, sensuality, and mortality.
 
585:1-4
Ears. Not organs of the so-called corporeal senses, but spiritual understanding.

Jesus said, referring to spiritual perception, “Having ears, hear ye not?” (Mark viii. 18.)

38:21
Jesus experienced few of the pleasures of the physical senses, but his sufferings were the fruits 
of other people’s sins, not of his own. The eternal Christ, his spiritual selfhood, never suffered. 
Jesus mapped out the path for others. He unveiled the Christ, the spiritual idea of divine Love. 
To those buried in the belief of sin and self, living only for pleasure or the gratification of the 
senses, he said in substance: Having eyes ye see not, and having ears ye hear not; lest ye 
should understand and be converted, and I might heal you. He taught that the material senses 
shut out Truth and its healing power.

117:14-19
Ear hath not heard, nor hath lip spoken, the pure language of Spirit. Our Master taught 
spirituality by similitudes and parables. As a divine student he unfolded God to man, illustrating 
and demonstrating Life and Truth in himself and by his power over the sick and sinning.

487:6
 There is more Christianity in seeing and hearing spiritually than materially. There is more 
Science in the perpetual exercise of the Mind-faculties than in their loss. Lost they cannot be, 
while Mind remains. The apprehension of this gave sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf 
centuries ago, and it will repeat the wonder.
 
248:19
Do you not hear from all mankind of the imperfect model? The world is holding it before your 
gaze continually. The result is that you are liable to follow those lower patterns, limit your life-
work, and adopt into your experience the angular outline and deformity of matter models.

226:5
The voice of God in behalf of the African slave was still echoing in our land, when the voice of 
the herald of this new crusade sounded the keynote of universal freedom, asking a fuller 
acknowledgment of the rights of man as a Son of God, demanding that the fetters of sin, 
sickness, and death be stricken from the human mind and that its freedom be won, not through 
human warfare, not with bayonet and blood, but through Christ’s divine Science.

284:31-32
The intercommunication is always from God to His idea, man.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 



367:24
The infinite Truth of the Christ-cure has come to this age through a “still, small voice,” through 
silent utterances and divine anointing which quicken and increase the beneficial effects of 
Christianity. I long to see the consummation of my hope, namely, the student’s higher 
attainments in this line of light.
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