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Subject:   Church: Built on the Rock

These readings focus on various views of Church. Could it be a power, 
more than a place? 

Hymns:     176    537   566 

Holy Bible

Micah 4:1-8 in
  in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be 
established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall 
flow unto it.

And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and 
to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: 
for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them 
afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it.

For all people will walk every one in the name of his god, and we will walk in the name of the 
Lord our God for ever and ever.

In that day, saith the Lord, will I assemble her that halteth, and I will gather her that is driven out, 
and her that I have afflicted;

And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong nation: and the 
Lord shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever.

And thou, O tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, 
even the first dominion; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem.

I Corinthians 1:1-2
Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother,

Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to 
be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs 
and ours:



I Corinthians 2:9 -10 as
as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep things of God.

I Corinthians 3:3-11, 13-14, 16-17
For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye 
not carnal, and walk as men?

For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal?

Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord 
gave to every man?

I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.

So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the 
increase.

Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward 
according to his own labour.

For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building.

According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the 
foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth 
thereupon.

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.

If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which 
temple ye are.

II Corinthians 10:3-5
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:

(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of 
strong holds;)



Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

Matthew 4:23
And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.

Matthew 7:24-29
Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a 
wise man, which built his house upon a rock:

And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; 
and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.

And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a 
foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:

And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; 
and it fell: and great was the fall of it.

And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his 
doctrine:

For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

Matthew 16:13-18
When Jesus came into the coasts of Cæsarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do 
men say that I the Son of man am?

And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or 
one of the prophets.

He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?

And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar–jona: for flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.

And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

Matthew 18:20 where
where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.
 



Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

583:12-19
Church. The structure of Truth and Love; whatever rests upon and proceeds from divine 
Principle.

The Church is that institution, which affords proof of its utility and is found elevating the race, 
rousing the dormant understanding from material beliefs to the apprehension of spiritual ideas 
and the demonstration of divine Science, thereby casting out devils, or error, and healing the 
sick.

136:1, 29-32
Jesus established his church and maintained his mission on a spiritual foundation of Christ-
healing. He taught his followers that his religion had a divine Principle, which would cast out 
error and heal both the sick and the sinning. He claimed no intelligence, action, nor life separate 
from God. Despite the persecution this brought upon him, he used his divine power to save men 
both bodily and spiritually.

The disciples apprehended their Master better than did others; but they did not comprehend all 
that he said and did, or they would not have questioned him so often.

The disciples apprehended their Master better than did others; but they did not comprehend all 
that he said and did, or they would not have questioned him so often.

137:8-9,16-9
Yearning to be understood, the Master repeated, “But whom say ye that I am?”

With his usual impetuosity, Simon replied for his brethren, and his reply set forth a great fact: 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God!” That is: The Messiah is what thou hast declared,
 — Christ, the spirit of God, of Truth, Life, and Love, which heals mentally. This assertion elicited 
from Jesus the benediction, “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven;” that is, Love hath shown thee the way 
of Life!

Before this the impetuous disciple had been called only by his common names, Simon Bar-jona, 
or son of Jona; but now the Master gave him a spiritual name in these words: “And I say also 
unto thee, That thou art Peter; and upon this rock [the meaning of the Greek word petros, or 
stone] I will build my church; and the gates of hell [hades, the under-world, or the grave] shall 
not prevail against it.” In other words, Jesus purposed founding his society, not on the personal 
Peter as a mortal, but on the God-power which lay behind Peter’s confession of the true 
Messiah.

It was now evident to Peter that divine Life, Truth, and Love, and not a human personality, was 
the healer of the sick and a rock, a firm foundation in the realm of harmony.

593:18 (to 2nd .)    
Rock. Spiritual foundation; Truth.



35:19-25 2nd Our
 Our church is built on the divine Principle, Love. We can unite with this church only as we are 
new-born of Spirit, as we reach the Life which is Truth and the Truth which is Life by bringing 
forth the fruits of Love, — casting out error and healing the sick.

380:4 Truth (only, to 2nd .)
 Truth is always the victor.

483:32
 Christianity will never be based on a divine Principle and so found to be unerring, until its 
absolute Science is reached. When this is accomplished, neither pride, prejudice, bigotry, nor 
envy can wash away its foundation, for it is built upon the rock, Christ.

269:21
The testimony of the material senses is neither absolute nor divine. I therefore plant myself 
unreservedly on the teachings of Jesus, of his apostles, of the prophets, and on the testimony of 
the Science of Mind. Other foundations there are none. All other systems — systems based 
wholly or partly on knowledge gained through the material senses — are reeds shaken by the 
wind, not houses built on the rock.
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