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Seventeenth Church  of Christ, Scientist – Chicago IL  (USA)
Wednesday, May 30, 2018 
Subject:  The Power of Love
 
Love is a time honored and universal concept with many attributes. The readings 
explore this subject further.

Hymns:   179      530     178 

Holy Bible

Joshua 1:1-6 after, 8-10, 13-17
after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord it came to pass, that the Lord spake unto 
Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ minister, saying,

Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, 
unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel.

Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto 
Moses.

From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land 
of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast.

There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with 
Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.

Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the 
land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them.

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou 
dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.

Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying,

Remember the word which Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, saying, The Lord 
your God hath given you rest, and hath given you this land.

Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle, shall remain in the land which Moses gave you on 
this side Jordan; but ye shall pass before your brethren armed, all the mighty men of valour, and 
help them;
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Until the Lord have given your brethren rest, as he hath given you, and they also have 
possessed the land which the Lord your God giveth them: then ye shall return unto the land of 
your possession, and enjoy it, which Moses the Lord’s servant gave you on this side Jordan 
toward the sunrising.

And they answered Joshua, saying, All that thou commandest us we will do, and whithersoever 
thou sendest us, we will go.

According as we hearkened unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thee: only the 
Lord thy God be with thee, as he was with Moses.
 
Joshua 2:1-18, 21-24 (to ;)
And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men to spy secretly, saying, Go view the 
land, even Jericho. And they went, and came into an harlot’s house, named Rahab, and lodged 
there.

And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, there came men in hither to-night of the 
children of Israel to search out the country.

And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men that are come to thee, 
which are entered into thine house: for they be come to search out all the country.

And the woman took the two men, and hid them, and said thus, There came men unto me, but I 
wist not whence they were:

And it came to pass about the time of shutting of the gate, when it was dark, that the men went 
out: whither the men went I wot not: pursue after them quickly; for ye shall overtake them.

But she had brought them up to the roof of the house, and hid them with the stalks of flax, which 
she had laid in order upon the roof.

And the men pursued after them the way to Jordan unto the fords: and as soon as they which 
pursued after them were gone out, they shut the gate.

And before they were laid down, she came up unto them upon the roof;

And she said unto the men, I know that the Lord hath given you the land, and that your terror is 
fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you.

For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye came out 
of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, 
Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed.

And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any 
more courage in any man, because of you: for the Lord your God, he is God in heaven above, 
and in earth beneath.

Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by the Lord, since I have shewed you kindness, that 
ye will also shew kindness unto my father’s house, and give me a true token:
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And that ye will save alive my father, and my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, and all 
that they have, and deliver our lives from death.

And the men answered her, Our life for yours, if ye utter not this our business. And it shall be, 
when the Lord hath given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with thee.

Then she let them down by a cord through the window: for her house was upon the town wall, 
and she dwelt upon the wall.

And she said unto them, Get you to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you; and hide 
yourselves there three days, until the pursuers be returned: and afterward may ye go your way.

And the men said unto her, We will be blameless of this thine oath which thou hast made us 
swear.

Behold, when we come into the land, thou shalt bind this line of scarlet thread in the window 
which thou didst let us down by: and thou shalt bring thy father, and thy mother, and thy 
brethren, and all thy father’s household, home unto thee.

And she said, According unto your words, so be it. And she sent them away, and they departed: 
and she bound the scarlet line in the window.

And they went, and came unto the mountain, and abode there three days, until the pursuers 
were returned: and the pursuers sought them throughout all the way, but found them not.

So the two men returned, and descended from the mountain, and passed over, and came to 
Joshua the son of Nun, and told him all things that befell them:

And they said unto Joshua, Truly the Lord hath delivered into our hands all the land;

I Corinthians 13:1-13 (NKJV)  https://www.bible.com/bible/114/1CO.13.1-13.NKJV
Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become 
sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I 
give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing. Love suffers long and is 
kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, 
does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in 
the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never 
fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; 
whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 
But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away. When I 
was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became 
a man, I put away childish things. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I 
know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. And now abide faith, hope, love, 
these three; but the greatest of these is love.
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I Corinthians 1:1
Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother,

I Corinthians 2:9-11 as
as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep things of God.

For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the 
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.

Matthew 17:1 after, 14-18
after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an 
high mountain apart,

And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling down to 
him, and saying,

Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatic, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the 
fire, and oft into the water.

And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him.

Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with 
you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me.

And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from that very 
hour.

Ephesians 3:1, 17-19
For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,

That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,

May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height;

And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the 
fulness of God.

Philippians 2:1-3
If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the 
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies,

Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.
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Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 
better than themselves.

John 13:1, 31, 34-35
Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should 
depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved 
them unto the end.

Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said, Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is 
glorified in him.

A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another.

By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

John 15:13, 17
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.

These things I command you, that ye love one another.
 
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

4:3-5
What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in patience, 
meekness, love, and good deeds.

55:15-21
Truth’s immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick and 
sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of 
Christ and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God’s omnipotence and the 
healing power of the divine Love in what it has done and is doing for mankind.

167:17
To have one God and avail yourself of the power of Spirit, you must love God supremely.

266:6-15
Would existence without personal friends be to you a blank? Then the time will come when you 
will be solitary, left without sympathy; but this seeming vacuum is already filled with divine Love. 
When this hour of development comes, even if you cling to a sense of personal joys, spiritual 
Love will force you to accept what best promotes your growth. Friends will betray and enemies 
will slander, until the lesson is sufficient to exalt you; for “man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.”

444:4
 “All things work together for good to them that love God,” is the dictum of Scripture.

323:6-9
Through the wholesome chastisements of Love, we are helped onward in the march towards 
righteousness, peace, and purity, which are the landmarks of Science.
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35:30 (only)
The design of Love is to reform the sinner.

201:17
The way to extract error from mortal mind is to pour in truth through flood-tides of Love. 
Christian perfection is won on no other basis.

454:17
Love for God and man is the true incentive in both healing and teaching. Love inspires, 
illumines, designates, and leads the way. Right motives give pinions to thought, and strength 
and freedom to speech and action. Love is priestess at the altar of Truth. Wait patiently for 
divine Love to move upon the waters of mortal mind, and form the perfect concept. Patience 
must “have her perfect work.”

571:15
At all times and under all circumstances, overcome evil with good. Know thyself, and God will 
supply the wisdom and the occasion for a victory over evil. Clad in the panoply of Love, human 
hatred cannot reach you. The cement of a higher humanity will unite all interests in the one 
divinity.

242:15-20  In
 In patient obedience to a patient God, let us labor to dissolve with the universal solvent of Love 
the adamant of error, — self-will, self-justification, and self-love, — which wars against spirituality 
and is the law of sin and death.

19:6
 Jesus aided in reconciling man to God by giving man a truer sense of Love, the divine Principle 
of Jesus’ teachings, and this truer sense of Love redeems man from the law of matter, sin, and 
death by the law of Spirit, — the law of divine Love.
 
All citations except I Corinthians 13:1-13 (NKJV) are from Concord Express - A Christian 
Science Study Resource: The King James Version of the Bible and Mary Baker Eddy's 
published writings
 


