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Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist – Chicago IL  (USA)
Wednesday, April 4, 2018 
Subject: The Transforming Power of the Christ   

As we have just heard the Easter story once again and how Jesus embodied so fully the Christ 
principle leading to his resurrection, we can also appreciate others in the Bible who have been 
transformed by the Christ.  These readings explore this transforming power. 

Hymns:     381    42     374    

Holy Bible

Romans  12:2  
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Exodus 34:29-35
And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai with the two tables of testimony 
in Moses’ hand, when he came down from the mount, that Moses wist not that the skin of his 
face shone while he talked with him.

And when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone; 
and they were afraid to come nigh him.

And Moses called unto them; and Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation returned unto 
him: and Moses talked with them.

And afterward all the children of Israel came nigh: and he gave them in commandment all that 
the Lord had spoken with him in mount Sinai.

And till Moses had done speaking with them, he put a veil on his face.

But when Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he took the veil off, until he came 
out. And he came out, and spake unto the children of Israel that which he was commanded.

And the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone: and Moses 
put the veil upon his face again, until he went in to speak with him.

Luke 24:1-9, 13-35
Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, 
bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them.

And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre.

And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus.

And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them 
in shining garments:



!  2

And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why 
seek ye the living among the dead?

He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee,

Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and 
the third day rise again.

And they remembered his words,

And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest.

And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from 
Jerusalem about threescore furlongs.

And they talked together of all these things which had happened.

And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew 
near, and went with them.

But their eyes were holden that they should not know him.

And he said unto them, What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, 
as ye walk, and are sad?

And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering said unto him, Art thou only a 
stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come to pass there in these 
days?

And he said unto them, What things? And they said unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, 
which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people:

And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be condemned to death, and have 
crucified him.

But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, to-
day is the third day since these things were done.

Yea, and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the 
sepulchre;

And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of 
angels, which said that he was alive.

And certain of them which were with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even so as the 
women had said: but him they saw not.

Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:
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Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the 
things concerning himself.

And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and he made as though he would have 
gone further.

But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is far 
spent. And he went in to tarry with them.

And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and 
gave to them.

And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight.

And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the 
way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?

And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered 
together, and them that were with them,

Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon.

And they told what things were done in the way, and how he was known of them in breaking of 
bread.
 
Luke 16:19-31
There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day:

And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores,

And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs 
came and licked his sores.

And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: 
the rich man also died, and was buried;

And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom.

And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip 
the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.

But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and 
likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.
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And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would 
pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.

Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father’s house:

For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of 
torment.

Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.

And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.

And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 
though one rose from the dead.
 
Genesis 32:24-30
And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day.

And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the 
hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him.

And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou 
bless me.

And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob.

And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou 
power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.

And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that 
thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there.

And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is 
preserved.
 
John 5:1-9
After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue 
Bethesda, having five porches.

In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of 
the water.

For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever 
then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he 
had.

And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years.
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When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto 
him, Wilt thou be made whole?

The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into 
the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me.

Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.

And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same 
day was the sabbath.
 
Philippians 2:5
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
 
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

49:14
The meek demonstrator of good, the highest instructor and friend of man, met his earthly fate 
alone with God. No human eye was there to pity, no arm to save. Forsaken by all whom he had 
blessed, this faithful sentinel of God at the highest post of power, charged with the grandest 
trust of heaven, was ready to be transformed by the renewing of the infinite Spirit. He was to 
prove that the Christ is not subject to material conditions, but is above the reach of human 
wrath, and is able, through Truth, Life, and Love, to triumph over sin, sickness, death, and the 
grave.

308:16
Jacob was alone, wrestling with error, — struggling with a mortal sense of life, substance, and 
intelligence as existent in matter with its false pleasures and pains, — when an angel, a 
message from Truth and Love, appeared to him and smote the sinew, or strength, of his error, 
till he saw its unreality; and Truth, being thereby understood, gave him spiritual strength in this 
Peniel of divine Science. Then said the spiritual evangel: “Let me go, for the day breaketh;” that 
is, the light of Truth and Love dawns upon thee. But the patriarch, perceiving his error and his 
need of help, did not loosen his hold upon this glorious light until his nature was transformed. 
When Jacob was asked, “What is thy name?” he straightway answered; and then his name was 
changed to Israel, for “as a prince” had he prevailed and had “power with God and with men.” 
Then Jacob questioned his deliverer, “Tell me, I pray thee, thy name;” but this appellation was 
withheld, for the messenger was not a corporeal being, but a nameless, incorporeal impartation 
of divine Love to man, which, to use the word of the Psalmist, restored his Soul, — gave him the 
spiritual sense of being and rebuked his material sense.
 
442:16-25
Neither animal magnetism nor hypnotism enters into the practice of Christian Science, in which 
truth cannot be reversed, but the reverse of error is true. An improved belief cannot retrograde. 
When Christ changes a belief of sin or of sickness into a better belief, then belief melts into 
spiritual understanding, and sin, disease, and death disappear. Christ, Truth, gives mortals 
temporary food and clothing until the material, transformed with the ideal, disappears, and man 
is clothed and fed spiritually.
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118:20  
 In all mortal forms of thought, dust is dignified as the natural status of men and things, and 
modes of material motion are honored with the name of laws. This continues until the leaven of 
Spirit changes the whole of mortal thought, as yeast changes the chemical properties of meal.
 
74:17-21
The caterpillar, transformed into a beautiful insect, is no longer a worm, nor does the insect 
return to fraternize with or control the worm. Such a backward transformation is impossible in 
Science.
 
124:32-2
The elements and functions of the physical body and of the physical world will change as mortal 
mind changes its beliefs.
 
125:12
As human thought changes from one stage to another of conscious pain and painlessness, 
sorrow and joy, — from fear to hope and from faith to understanding, — the visible manifestation 
will at last be man governed by Soul, not by material sense. Reflecting God’s government, man 
is self-governed. When subordinate to the divine Spirit, man cannot be controlled by sin or 
death, thus proving our material theories about laws of health to be valueless.

322:3
When understanding changes the standpoints of life and intelligence from a material to a 
spiritual basis, we shall gain the reality of Life, the control of Soul over sense, and we shall 
perceive Christianity, or Truth, in its divine Principle. This must be the climax before harmonious 
and immortal man is obtained and his capabilities revealed. It is highly important — in view of the 
immense work to be accomplished before this recognition of divine Science can come — to turn 
our thoughts towards divine Principle, that finite belief may be prepared to relinquish its error.

191:8
As a material, theoretical life-basis is found to be a misapprehension of existence, the spiritual 
and divine Principle of man dawns upon human thought, and leads it to “where the young child 
was,”  — even to the birth of a new-old idea, to the spiritual sense of being and of what Life 
includes. Thus the whole earth will be transformed by Truth on its pinions of light, chasing away 
the darkness of error.
 
194:6  
A change in human belief changes all the physical symptoms, and determines a case for better 
or for worse. When one’s false belief is corrected, Truth sends a report of health over the body. 
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