Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist — Chicago IL (USA)
Wednesday, April 25, 2018
Subject: Finding Peace in Times of Trouble

One dictionary defines Peace as “a stress free state of security and calmness....freedom
from disturbance, quiet, tranquility, harmony.” The Holy Bible has many references to
peace, and the surety that it does exist, and can be experienced as a very dependable
state of being. The readings explore this subject.

Hymns: 236 9 276

Holy Bible

Psalms 90:1-2, 4, 14-17
Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations.

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world,
even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.

For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the
night.

O satisfy us early with thy mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.

Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein we
have seen evil.

Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their children.

And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: and establish thou the work of our hands
upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.

Psalms 119:165
Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.

John 14:27
Peace | leave with you, my peace | give unto you: not as the world giveth, give | unto you. Let
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

Micah 4:1-7 1st in

in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be
established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall
flow unto it.

And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and
to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths:
for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.



And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them
afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it.

For all people will walk every one in the name of his god, and we will walk in the name of the
Lord our God for ever and ever.

In that day, saith the Lord, will | assemble her that halteth, and | will gather her that is driven out,
and her that | have afflicted;

And | will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong nation: and the
Lord shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever.

Ecclesiastes 9:14-18
There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and
besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it:

Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city; yet no man
remembered that same poor man.

Then said |, Wisdom is better than strength: nevertheless the poor man’s wisdom is despised,
and his words are not heard.

The words of wise men are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools.
Wisdom is better than weapons of war: but one sinner destroyeth much good.

Matthew 5:9
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.

Mark 3:7-8 Jesus
Jesus withdrew himself with his disciples to the sea: and a great multitude from Galilee followed
him, and from Judeea,

And from Jerusalem, and from Idumeea, and from beyond Jordan; and they about Tyre and
Sidon, a great multitude, when they had heard what great things he did, came unto him.

Mark 4:35-41
And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the
other side.

And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And
there were also with him other little ships.

And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full.



And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto
him, Master, carest thou not that we perish?

And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind
ceased, and there was a great calm.

And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?

And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even
the wind and the sea obey him?

1 John 4:1-7
Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false
prophets are gone out into the world.

Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh is of God:

And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this
is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it
in the world.

Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you,
than he that is in the world.

They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them.

We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby
know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.

Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God,
and knoweth God.

Jeremiah 29:11-14 (to;)

For | know the thoughts that | think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of
evil, to give you an expected end.

Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and | will hearken unto you.

And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.

And | will be found of you, saith the Lord: and | will turn away your captivity, and | will gather you
from all the nations, and from all the places whither | have driven you, saith the Lord;

[Continued]



Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

144:18

Human will-power may infringe the rights of man. It produces evil continually, and is not a factor
in the realism of being. Truth, and not corporeal will, is the divine power which says to disease,
“Peace, be still.”

416:24

The sick know nothing of the mental process by which they are depleted, and next to nothing of
the metaphysical method by which they can be healed. If they ask about their disease, tell them
only what is best for them to know. Assure them that they think too much about their ailments,
and have already heard too much on that subject. Turn their thoughts away from their bodies to
higher objects. Teach them that their being is sustained by Spirit, not by matter, and that they
find health, peace, and harmony in God, divine Love.

516:9-12
God fashions all things, after His own likeness. Life is reflected in existence, Truth in
truthfulness, God in goodness, which impart their own peace and permanence.

324:7

Unless the harmony and immortality of man are becoming more apparent, we are not gaining
the true idea of God; and the body will reflect what governs it, whether it be Truth or error,
understanding or belief, Spirit or matter. Therefore “acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at
peace.” Be watchful, sober, and vigilant. The way is straight and narrow, which leads to the
understanding that God is the only Life. It is a warfare with the flesh, in which we must conquer
sin, sickness, and death, either here or hereafter, — certainly before we can reach the goal of
Spirit, or life in God.

329:26 If

If men understood their real spiritual source to be all blessedness, they would struggle for
recourse to the spiritual and be at peace; but the deeper the error into which mortal mind is
plunged, the more intense the opposition to spirituality, till error yields to Truth.

306:25

Undisturbed amid the jarring testimony of the material senses, Science, still enthroned, is
unfolding to mortals the immutable, harmonious, divine Principle, — is unfolding Life and the
universe, ever present and eternal.

264:24
Spiritual living and blessedness are the only evidences, by which we can recognize true
existence and feel the unspeakable peace which comes from an all-absorbing spiritual love.

265:10, 23

This scientific sense of being, forsaking matter for Spirit, by no means suggests man’s
absorption into Deity and the loss of his identity, but confers upon man enlarged individuality, a
wider sphere of thought and action, a more expansive love, a higher and more permanent
peace.



Who that has felt the loss of human peace has not gained stronger desires for spiritual joy? The
aspiration after heavenly good comes even before we discover what belongs to wisdom and
Love. The loss of earthly hopes and pleasures brightens the ascending path of many a heart.
The pains of sense quickly inform us that the pleasures of sense are mortal and that joy is
spiritual.

64:17-30

Marriage should signify a union of hearts. Furthermore, the time cometh of which Jesus spake,
when he declared that in the resurrection there should be no more marrying nor giving in
marriage, but man would be as the angels. Then shall Soul rejoice in its own, in which passion
has no part. Then white-robed purity will unite in one person masculine wisdom and feminine
love, spiritual understanding and perpetual peace.

Until it is learned that God is the Father of all, marriage will continue. Let not mortals permit a
disregard of law which might lead to a worse state of society than now exists. Honesty and
virtue ensure the stability of the marriage covenant.

96:12-18

This material world is even now becoming the arena for conflicting forces. On one side there will
be discord and dismay; on the other side there will be Science and peace. The breaking up of
material beliefs may seem to be famine and pestilence, want and woe, sin, sickness, and death,
which assume new phases until their nothingness appears.

45:16

Glory be to God, and peace to the struggling hearts! Christ hath rolled away the stone from the
door of human hope and faith, and through the revelation and demonstration of life in God, hath
elevated them to possible at-one-ment with the spiritual idea of man and his divine Principle,
Love.

506:10-12
Through divine Science, Spirit, God, unites understanding to eternal harmony. The calm and
exalted thought or spiritual apprehension is at peace.
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