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Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist – Chicago IL  (USA)
Wednesday, March 14, 2018 
Subject: In God We Trust 

These words are now on all our currency in this country.  Are we really living up to this motto? 
The concept of trust seems to be corroding; whether in government, in companies, in the general 
workplace, and in relationships. These readings highlight examples in the Holy Bible of those who 
have trusted God and been led to freedom, harmony and triumph by doing so. 

Hymns:    203,  361,  359       

Holy Bible

II Chron. 19:1 Jehoshaphat
 Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned to his house in peace to Jerusalem.             

II Chron 20:2 (to ;), 3-10, 12-22, 26 (to ;), 27-30

Then there came some that told Jehoshaphat, saying, There cometh a great multitude against thee from 
beyond the sea on this side Syria;

And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.

And Judah gathered themselves together, to ask help of the Lord: even out of all the cities of Judah they 
came to seek the Lord.

And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the Lord, before the 
new court,

And said, O Lord God of our fathers, art not thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou over all the 
kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine hand is there not power and might, so that none is able to 
withstand thee?

Art not thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy people Israel, and gavest 
it to the seed of Abraham thy friend for ever?

And they dwelt therein, and have built thee a sanctuary therein for thy name, saying,

If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we stand before this 
house, and in thy presence, (for thy name is in this house,) and cry unto thee in our affliction, then thou 
wilt hear and help.

And now, behold, the children of Ammon and Moab and mount Seir, whom thou wouldest not let Israel 
invade, when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they turned from them, and destroyed them not;

O our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we have no might against this great company that cometh 
against us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee.

And all Judah stood before the Lord, with their little ones, their wives, and their children.
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Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a 
Levite of the sons of Asaph, came the spirit of the Lord in the midst of the congregation;

And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus 
saith the Lord unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not 
yours, but God’s.

To-morrow go ye down against them: behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them at the 
end of the brook, before the wilderness of Jeruel.

Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the Lord with 
you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to-morrow go out against them: for the Lord will 
be with you.

And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground: and all Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem fell before the Lord, worshipping the Lord.

And the Levites, of the children of the Kohathites, and of the children of the Korhites, stood up to praise 
the Lord God of Israel with a loud voice on high.

And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, 
Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the Lord 
your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.

And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the Lord, and that should praise 
the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the Lord; for his mercy 
endureth for ever.

And when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set ambushments against the children of Ammon, 
Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were smitten.

And on the fourth day they assembled themselves in the valley of Berachah;

Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat in the forefront of them, to go 
again to Jerusalem with joy; for the Lord had made them to rejoice over their enemies.

And they came to Jerusalem with psalteries and harps and trumpets unto the house of the Lord.

And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries, when they had heard that the Lord fought 
against the enemies of Israel.

So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet: for his God gave him rest round about.
 
Gen 22:1-19
And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he 
said, Behold, here I am.

And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of 
Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.

And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, 
and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of 
which God had told him.



!  3

Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off.

And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and 
worship, and come again to you.

And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his 
hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together.

And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he 
said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?

And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them 
together.

And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the 
wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.

And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.

And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here 
am I.

And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou 
fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.

And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his 
horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.

And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah–jireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the 
Lord it shall be seen.

And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time,

And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son:

That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and 
as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;

And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.

So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beer–sheba; and 
Abraham dwelt at Beer–sheba.

Jer 32:2-12 1st the
the king of Babylon’s army besieged Jerusalem: and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the court of the 
prison, which was in the king of Judah’s house.

For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, Wherefore dost thou prophesy, and say, Thus saith 
the Lord, Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it;
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And Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but shall surely be 
delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with him mouth to mouth, and his eyes 
shall behold his eyes;

And he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there shall he be until I visit him, saith the Lord: though ye 
fight with the Chaldeans, ye shall not prosper.

And Jeremiah said, The word of the Lord came unto me, saying,

Behold, Hanameel the son of Shallum thine uncle shall come unto thee, saying, Buy thee my field that is 
in Anathoth: for the right of redemption is thine to buy it.

So Hanameel mine uncle’s son came to me in the court of the prison according to the word of the Lord, 
and said unto me, Buy my field, I pray thee, that is in Anathoth, which is in the country of Benjamin: for 
the right of inheritance is thine, and the redemption is thine; buy it for thyself. Then I knew that this was 
the word of the Lord.

And I bought the field of Hanameel my uncle’s son, that was in Anathoth, and weighed him the money, 
even seventeen shekels of silver.

And I subscribed the evidence, and sealed it, and took witnesses, and weighed him the money in the 
balances.

So I took the evidence of the purchase, both that which was sealed according to the law and custom, and 
that which was open:

And I gave the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, in the sight 
of Hanameel mine uncle’s son, and in the presence of the witnesses that subscribed the book of the 
purchase, before all the Jews that sat in the court of the prison.

Isa 26: 3, 4
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.

Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord JEHOVAH is everlasting strength:

II Sam 22:31-32
As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the Lord is tried: he is a buckler to all them that trust in him.

For who is God, save the Lord? and who is a rock, save our God?

Ps. 56:4
In God I will praise his word, in God I have put my trust; I will not fear what flesh can do unto me.
 
Ps 57:1
Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my soul trusteth in thee: yea, in the shadow of thy 
wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast.
 
Ps 20:7
Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the Lord our God.
 
Ps 25:1-5
Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.
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O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me.

Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: let them be ashamed which transgress without cause.

Shew me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths.

Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.
 
Ps 112: 5-7
A good man sheweth favour, and lendeth: he will guide his affairs with discretion.

Surely he shall not be moved for ever: the righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.

He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord.

Ps 115: 9,11
O Israel, trust thou in the Lord: he is their help and their shield.
 
Ye that fear the Lord, trust in the Lord: he is their help and their shield.
 
Ps 118: 8-9
It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man.

It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in princes.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy 

490:14-25
 Human theories are helpless to make man harmonious or immortal, since he is so already, according to 
Christian Science. Our only need is to know this and reduce to practice the real man’s divine Principle, 
Love.

“Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings.” Human belief — or knowledge gained from the so-
called material senses — would, by fair logic, annihilate man along with the dissolving elements of clay. 
The scientifically Christian explanations of the nature and origin of man destroy all material sense with 
immortal testimony.

487:27-1
The understanding that Life is God, Spirit, lengthens our days by strengthening our trust in the deathless 
reality of Life, its almightiness and immortality.

This faith relies upon an understood Principle. This Principle makes whole the diseased, and brings out 
the enduring and harmonious phases of things.
 
181: 21-25
If you are too material to love the Science of Mind and are satisfied with good words instead of effects, if 
you adhere to error and are afraid to trust Truth, the question then recurs, “Adam, where art thou?”

351:2
 When we lose faith in God’s power to heal, we distrust the divine Principle which demonstrates Christian 
Science, and then we cannot heal the sick. Neither can we heal through the help of Spirit, if we plant 
ourselves on a material basis.
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455:3-5, 20
A mental state of self-condemnation and guilt or a faltering and doubting trust in Truth are unsuitable 
conditions for healing the sick.
God selects for the highest service one who has grown into such a fitness for it as renders any abuse of 
the mission an impossibility. The All-wise does not bestow His highest trusts upon the unworthy. When He 
commissions a messenger, it is one who is spiritually near Himself. No person can misuse this mental 
power, if he is taught of God to discern it.

444:7-12
If Christian Scientists ever fail to receive aid from other Scientists, — their brethren upon whom they may 
call, — God will still guide them into the right use of temporary and eternal means. Step by step will those 
who trust Him find that “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”

1:10
Thoughts unspoken are not unknown to the divine Mind. Desire is prayer; and no loss can occur from 
trusting God with our desires, that they may be moulded and exalted before they take form in words and 
in deeds.

262:27-28 (to 2nd .)
The foundation of mortal discord is a false sense of man’s origin. To begin rightly is to end rightly.

326: 3-14
If we wish to follow Christ, Truth, it must be in the way of God’s appointing. Jesus said, “He that believeth 
on me, the works that I do shall he do also.” He, who would reach the source and find the divine remedy 
for every ill, must not try to climb the hill of Science by some other road. All nature teaches God’s love to 
man, but man cannot love God supremely and set his whole affections on spiritual things, while loving the 
material or trusting in it more than in the spiritual.

We must forsake the foundation of material systems, however time-honored, if we would gain the Christ 
as our only Saviour.
 
234:3 (only)
 If we trust matter, we distrust Spirit.
 
From Concord Express - A Christian Science Study Resource: The King James Version of the 
Bible and Mary Baker Eddy's published writings


