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Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist – Chicago IL  (USA)
Wednesday, March 7, 2018 
Subject: Finding Strength in Times of Challenge 

Hymns:    365,  566,*  7     * Christian Science Hymnal, Hymns 430-603 

Holy Bible 

Mark  11:11  
And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when he had looked round about upon all 
things, and now the eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with the twelve. 
  
Mark 12:28-30 
And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had 
answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? 

And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one 
Lord: 

And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 

II Cor 10:1 (I Paul) 
I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am base among 
you, but being absent am bold toward you: 

II Cor 11:21-33 
I speak as concerning reproach, as though we had been weak. Howbeit whereinsoever any is bold, (I 
speak foolishly,) I am bold also. 

Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I. 

Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above 
measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 

Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 

Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have 
been in the deep; 

In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by 
the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false 
brethren; 

In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness. 

Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 

Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? 

If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities. 

The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie not. 
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In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king kept the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, 
desirous to apprehend me: 

And through a window in a basket was I let down by the wall, and escaped his hands. 

Ps 22:19 
But be not thou far from me, O Lord: O my strength, haste thee to help me. 

Ps 118:14 
The Lord is my strength and song, and is become my salvation. 
  
Ps 119:28 
My soul melteth for heaviness: strengthen thou me according unto thy word. 

Neh 1:1-7 
The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass in the month Chisleu, in the twentieth 
year, as I was in Shushan the palace, 

That Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and certain men of Judah; and I asked them concerning the 
Jews that had escaped, which were left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. 

And they said unto me, The remnant that are left of the captivity there in the province are in great affliction 
and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire. 

And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and 
fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven, 

And said, I beseech thee, O Lord God of heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth covenant and 
mercy for them that love him and observe his commandments: 

Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, 
which I pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, and confess the sins of 
the children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my father’s house have sinned. 

We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor 
the judgments, which thou commandedst thy servant Moses. 

Neh 2:1-6, 11, 14-20;  
And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine was before 
him: and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been beforetime sad in his 
presence. 

Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is nothing 
else but sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore afraid, 

And said unto the king, Let the king live for ever: why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, 
the place of my fathers’ sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with fire? 

Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou make request? So I prayed to the God of heaven. 

And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou 
wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers’ sepulchres, that I may build it. 

And the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For how long shall thy journey be? and when 
wilt thou return? So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time. 
So I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days. 
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Then I went on to the gate of the fountain, and to the king’s pool: but there was no place for the beast that 
was under me to pass. 

Then went I up in the night by the brook, and viewed the wall, and turned back, and entered by the gate 
of the valley, and so returned. 

And the rulers knew not whither I went, or what I did; neither had I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to the 
priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the rest that did the work. 

Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates 
thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a 
reproach. 

Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me; as also the king’s words that he had 
spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good 
work. 

But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard 
it, they laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and said, What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel against 
the king? 

Then answered I them, and said unto them, The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his 
servants will arise and build: but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem. 

Neh 4:17-19 
They which builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that laded, every one with one of 
his hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a weapon. 

For the builders, every one had his sword girded by his side, and so builded. And he that sounded the 
trumpet was by me. 

And I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, The work is great and large, 
and we are separated upon the wall, one far from another. 
  
Neh 6:15 
So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two days. 
  
Neh 8:10 
Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for 
whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the Lord is 
your strength. 

I Chron. 28:2 David, 9-12, 19-21 
David the king stood up upon his feet, and said, Hear me, my brethren, and my people: As for me, I had 
in mine heart to build an house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and for the footstool of our 
God, and had made ready for the building: 

And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with 
a willing mind: for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if 
thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever. 

Take heed now; for the Lord hath chosen thee to build an house for the sanctuary: be strong, and do it. 

Then David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the porch, and of the houses thereof, and of the 
treasuries thereof, and of the upper chambers thereof, and of the inner parlours thereof, and of the place 
of the mercy seat, 
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And the pattern of all that he had by the spirit, of the courts of the house of the Lord, and of all the 
chambers round about, of the treasuries of the house of God, and of the treasuries of the dedicated 
things: 

All this, said David, the Lord made me understand in writing by his hand upon me, even all the works of 
this pattern. 

And David said to Solomon his son, Be strong and of good courage, and do it: fear not, nor be dismayed: 
for the Lord God, even my God, will be with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee, until thou hast 
finished all the work for the service of the house of the Lord. 

And, behold, the courses of the priests and the Levites, even they shall be with thee for all the service of 
the house of God: and there shall be with thee for all manner of workmanship every willing skilful man, for 
any manner of service: also the princes and all the people will be wholly at thy commandment. 

Isa 40:28-29 
Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of 
the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding. 

He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength. 
  
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy 

183:16  
The supposed laws which result in weariness and disease are not His laws, for the legitimate and only 
possible action of Truth is the production of harmony. Laws of nature are laws of Spirit; but mortals 
commonly recognize as law that which hides the power of Spirit. Divine Mind rightly demands man’s 
entire obedience, affection, and strength. No reservation is made for any lesser loyalty. Obedience to 
Truth gives man power and strength. Submission to error superinduces loss of power. 

390:27  
“Agree to disagree” with approaching symptoms of chronic or acute disease, whether it is cancer, 
consumption, or smallpox. Meet the incipient stages of disease with as powerful mental opposition as a 
legislator would employ to defeat the passage of an inhuman law. Rise in the conscious strength of the 
spirit of Truth to overthrow the plea of mortal mind, alias matter, arrayed against the supremacy of Spirit. 
Blot out the images of mortal thought and its beliefs in sickness and sin. Then, when thou art delivered to 
the judgment of Truth, Christ, the judge will say, “Thou art whole!” 
  
58:5  
Ill-arranged notes produce discord. Tones of the human mind may be different, but they should be 
concordant in order to blend properly. Unselfish ambition, noble life-motives, and purity, — these 
constituents of thought, mingling, constitute individually and collectively true happiness, strength, and 
permanence. 

512:8-13 
Spirit is symbolized by strength, presence, and power, and also by holy thoughts, winged with Love. 
These angels of His presence, which have the holiest charge, abound in the spiritual atmosphere of Mind,   

407:6 
Man’s enslavement to the most relentless masters — passion, selfishness, envy, hatred, and revenge — 
is conquered only by a mighty struggle. Every hour of delay makes the struggle more severe. If man is 
not victorious over the passions, they crush out happiness, health, and manhood. Here Christian Science 
is the sovereign panacea, giving strength to the weakness of mortal mind, — strength from the immortal 
and omnipotent Mind, — and lifting humanity above itself into purer desires, even into spiritual power and 
good-will to man. 
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80:1  
We have strength in proportion to our apprehension of the truth, and our strength is not lessened by 
giving utterance to truth. A cup of coffee or tea is not the equal of truth, whether for the inspiration of a 
sermon or for the support of bodily endurance. 

371:27  
 The necessity for uplifting the race is father to the fact that Mind can do it; for Mind can impart purity 
instead of impurity, strength instead of weakness, and health instead of disease. Truth is an alterative in 
the entire system, and can make it “every whit whole.” 

454:17  
 Love for God and man is the true incentive in both healing and teaching. Love inspires, illumines, 
designates, and leads the way. Right motives give pinions to thought, and strength and freedom to 
speech and action. Love is priestess at the altar of Truth. Wait patiently for divine Love to move upon the 
waters of mortal mind, and form the perfect concept. Patience must “have her perfect work.” 

193:32  
It has been demonstrated to me that Life is God and that the might of omnipotent Spirit shares not its 
strength with matter or with human will. Reviewing this brief experience, I cannot fail to discern the 
coincidence of the spiritual idea of man with the divine Mind.

  
   


