Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist — Chicago IL (USA)
Wednesday, March 28, 2018
Subject: Staying in the Light

This week's Christian Science Bible Lesson is on Reality. One of its main ideas is light.
These readings explore more about the light of the Christ, especially significant this
week before Easter, which to many in the world can bring images of gloom and darkness.

Hymns: 245 118 172

Holy Bible

Ex 3:1-10
Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the
backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.

And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked,
and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.

And Moses said, | will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.

And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and
said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am |I.

And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest
is holy ground.

Moreover he said, | am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.

And the Lord said, | have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their
cry by reason of their taskmasters; for | know their sorrows;

And | am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that
land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and | have also seen the
oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them.

Come now therefore, and | will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the
children of Israel out of Egypt.

Matt 4:23, 25
And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom,
and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.

And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem,
and from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan.



Matt 5:1-2, 13-16
And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto
him:

And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,

Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.

Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.

Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all
that are in the house.

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in
heaven.

Matt 25:1-13

Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to
meet the bridegroom.

And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.

They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them:

But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.

While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.

And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.

Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.

And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.

But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them
that sell, and buy for yourselves.

And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the
marriage: and the door was shut.

Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.

But he answered and said, Verily | say unto you, | know you not.

Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.

Ps 27:1, 3-4

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear? the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall

| be afraid?

Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in
this will | be confident.



One thing have | desired of the Lord, that will | seek after; that | may dwell in the house of the Lord all the
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple.

Ps 36:9
For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light.

Ps 119:105
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

Isa 35:1-10
The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as
the rose.

It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given
unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of
our God.

Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance,
even God with a recompence; he will come and save you.

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.

Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall
waters break out, and streams in the desert.

And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of
dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.

And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall
not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.

No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the
redeemed shall walk there:

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their
heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Acts 21:39-40
But Paul said, | am a man which am a Jew of Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: and, |
beseech thee, suffer me to speak unto the people.

And when he had given him licence, Paul stood on the stairs, and beckoned with the hand unto the
people. And when there was made a great silence, he spake unto them in the Hebrew tongue, saying,

Acts 22:1-14
Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence which | make now unto you.

(And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to them, they kept the more silence: and he
saith,)



I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of
Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward
God, as ye all are this day.

And | persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women.
As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the estate of the elders: from whom also | received
letters unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them which were there bound unto Jerusalem,

for to be punished.

And it came to pass, that, as | made my journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus about noon,
suddenly there shone from heaven a great light round about me.

And | fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

And | answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said unto me, | am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou
persecutest.

And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were afraid; but they heard not the voice of him that
spake to me.

And | said, What shall | do, Lord? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it
shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do.

And when | could not see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of them that were with me, |
came into Damascus.

And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt
there,

Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And the same hour | looked
up upon him.

And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see that
Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth.

Eph 3:1
For this cause | Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,

Eph 4:1-3

| therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are
called,

With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;

Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Eph 5:1-2, 6-14
Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;

And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to
God for a sweet-smelling savour.



Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the
children of disobedience.

Be not ye therefore partakers with them.

For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:
(For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)

Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.

And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.

For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.

But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is
light.

Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.

Col 1:1-13
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother,

To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,
Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints,

For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the
gospel;

Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the
day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:

As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellow-servant, who is for you a faithful minister of Christ;
Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.

For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye
might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing
in the knowledge of God;

Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with
joyfulness;

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in
light:



Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear
Son:

Rom 13:1, 11-14
Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be
are ordained of God.

And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer
than when we believed.

The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on
the armour of light.

Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness,
not in strife and envying.

But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

72:9-13 As
As light destroys darkness and in the place of darkness all is light, so (in absolute Science) Soul, or God,
is the only truth-giver to man. Truth destroys mortality, and brings to light immortality.

Xi:9

The physical healing of Christian Science results now, as in Jesus’ time, from the operation of divine
Principle, before which sin and disease lose their reality in human consciousness and disappear as
naturally and as necessarily as darkness gives place to light and sin to reformation. Now, as then, these
mighty works are not supernatural, but supremely natural. They are the sign of Immanuel, or “God with
us,” — a divine influence ever present in human consciousness and repeating itself, coming now as was
promised aforetime,

To preach deliverance to the captives [of sense],
And recovering of sight to the blind,
To set at liberty them that are bruised.

510:9, 27
Truth and Love enlighten the understanding, in whose “light shall we see light;” and this illumination is
reflected spiritually by all who walk in the light and turn away from a false material sense.

Light is a symbol of Mind, of Life, Truth, and Love, and not a vitalizing property of matter. Science reveals
only one Mind, and this one shining by its own light and governing the universe, including man, in perfect
harmony. This Mind forms ideas, its own images, subdivides and radiates their borrowed light,
intelligence, and so explains the Scripture phrase, “whose seed is in itself.” Thus God’s ideas “multiply
and replenish the earth.” The divine Mind supports the sublimity, magnitude, and infinitude of spiritual
creation.

511:11
In divine Science, which is the seal of Deity and has the impress of heaven, God is revealed as infinite
light. In the eternal Mind, no night is there.



407:24
Let the perfect model be present in your thoughts instead of its demoralized opposite. This spiritualization
of thought lets in the light, and brings the divine Mind, Life not death, into your consciousness.

347:12

Critics should consider that the so-called mortal man is not the reality of man. Then they would behold the
signs of Christ’s coming. Christ, as the spiritual or true idea of God, comes now as of old, preaching the
gospel to the poor, healing the sick, and casting out evils. Is it error which is restoring an essential
element of Christianity, — namely, apostolic, divine healing? No; it is the Science of Christianity which is
restoring it, and is the light shining in darkness, which the darkness comprehends not.

324:19

Paul was not at first a disciple of Jesus but a persecutor of Jesus’ followers. When the truth first appeared
to him in Science, Paul was made blind, and his blindness was felt; but spiritual light soon enabled him to
follow the example and teachings of Jesus, healing the sick and preaching Christianity throughout Asia
Minor, Greece, and even in imperial Rome.

191:8

As a material, theoretical life-basis is found to be a misapprehension of existence, the spiritual and divine
Principle of man dawns upon human thought, and leads it to “where the young child was,” — even to the
birth of a new-old idea, to the spiritual sense of being and of what Life includes. Thus the whole earth will
be transformed by Truth on its pinions of light, chasing away the darkness of error.

240:1

Nature voices natural, spiritual law and divine Love, but human belief misinterprets nature. Arctic regions,
sunny tropics, giant hills, winged winds, mighty billows, verdant vales, festive flowers, and glorious
heavens, — all point to Mind, the spiritual intelligence they reflect. The floral apostles are hieroglyphs of
Deity. Suns and planets teach grand lessons. The stars make night beautiful, and the leaflet turns
naturally towards the light.

282:28

Whatever indicates the fall of man or the opposite of God or God’s absence, is the Adam-dream, which is
neither Mind nor man, for it is not begotten of the Father. The rule of inversion infers from error its
opposite, Truth; but Truth is the light which dispels error. As mortals begin to understand Spirit, they give
up the belief that there is any true existence apart from God.

452:7-11
Walking in the light, we are accustomed to the light and require it; we cannot see in darkness. But eyes
accustomed to darkness are pained by the light. When outgrowing the old, you should not fear to put on
the new.

215:12-21
Whatever is governed by God, is never for an instant deprived of the light and might of intelligence and
Life.

We are sometimes led to believe that darkness is as real as light; but Science affirms darkness to be only
a mortal sense of the absence of light, at the coming of which darkness loses the appearance of reality.
So sin and sorrow, disease and death, are the suppositional absence of Life, God, and flee as phantoms
of error before truth and love.

266:24
Mortals must follow Jesus’ sayings and his demonstrations, which dominate the flesh. Perfect and infinite
Mind enthroned is heaven. The evil beliefs which originate in mortals are hell. Man is the idea of Spirit; he



reflects the beatific presence, illuming the universe with light. Man is deathless, spiritual. He is above sin
or frailty. He does not cross the barriers of time into the vast forever of Life, but he coexists with God and
the universe.

305:20

The inverted images presented by the senses, the deflections of matter as opposed to the Science of
spiritual reflection, are all unlike Spirit, God. In the illusion of life that is here to-day and gone to-morrow,
man would be wholly mortal, were it not that Love, the divine Principle that obtains in divine Science,
destroys all error and brings immortality to light. Because man is the reflection of his Maker, he is not
subject to birth, growth, maturity, decay. These mortal dreams are of human origin, not divine.

591:23
Morning. Light; symbol of Truth; revelation and progress.

From Concord Express - A Christian Science Study Resource: The King James Version of the Bible and Mary
Baker Eddy's published writings



