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Subject:   The Past vs. The Present

Do we have a material, mortal past/history or do we live in the eternal present of 
God/Spirit?  These citations explore this question.

Hymns:  442 (Supplement)   445 (Supplement)   226

Holy Bible
  
Acts 17:24, 25, 28
God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, 
dwelleth not in temples made with hands;

Neither is worshipped with men’s hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all 
life, and breath, and all things;

For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, 
For we are also his offspring.

John 5:2-9 (to :)
Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue 
Bethesda, having five porches.

In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of 
the water.

For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever 
then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he 
had.

And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years.

When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto 
him, Wilt thou be made whole?

The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into 
the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me.

Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.

And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked:

II Cor. 5:17
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.



John 8:1-12
Jesus went unto the mount of Olives.

And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and 
he sat down, and taught them.

And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had 
set her in the midst,

They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.

Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?

This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and 
with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.

So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without 
sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.

And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.

And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, begin-
ning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the 
midst.

When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, 
where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee?

She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no 
more.

Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me 
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

Rev. 3:21, 22
To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am 
set down with my Father in his throne.

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

I John 3:2 (to 2nd ,)
Beloved, now are we the sons of God,
 



Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

204:3
All forms of error support the false conclusions that there is more than one Life; that material 
history is as real and living as spiritual history; that mortal error is as conclusively mental as im-
mortal Truth; and that there are two separate, antagonistic entities and beings, two powers, — 
namely, Spirit and matter, — resulting in a third person (mortal man) who carries out the delu-
sions of sin, sickness, and death.

262:27-28 (to 1st .)
The foundation of mortal discord is a false sense of man’s origin.

547:23
The Scriptures are very sacred. Our aim must be to have them understood spiritually, for only by 
this understanding can truth be gained. The true theory of the universe, including man, is not in 
material history but in spiritual development. Inspired thought relinquishes a material, sensual, 
and mortal theory of the universe, and adopts the spiritual and immortal.

vii: 13-17
The time for thinkers has come. Truth, independent of doctrines and time-honored systems, 
knocks at the portal of humanity. Contentment with the past and the cold conventionality of ma-
terialism are crumbling away. 

557:22
Popular theology takes up the history of man as if he began materially right, but immediately fell 
into mental sin; whereas revealed religion proclaims the Science of Mind and its formations as 
being in accordance with the first chapter of the Old Testament, when God, Mind, spake and it 
was done.

530:26
The history of error is a dream-narrative. The dream has no reality, no intelligence, no mind; 
therefore the dreamer and dream are one, for neither is true nor real. First, this narrative sup-
poses that something springs from nothing, that matter precedes mind. Second, it supposes that 
mind enters matter, and matter becomes living, substantial, and intelligent. The order of this al-
legory — the belief that everything springs from dust instead of from Deity — has been main-
tained in all the subsequent forms of belief. This is the error, — that mortal man starts materially, 
that non-intelligence becomes intelligence, that mind and soul are both right and wrong.
 
463:12-13
  A spiritual idea has not a single element of error, and this truth removes properly whatever is 
offensive.
 
307:25
Truth has no beginning. The divine Mind is the Soul of man, and gives man dominion over all 
things. Man was not created from a material basis, nor bidden to obey material laws which Spirit 
never made; his province is in spiritual statutes, in the higher law of Mind.
 



470:32
The relations of God and man, divine Principle and idea, are indestructible in Science; and Sci-
ence knows no lapse from nor return to harmony, but holds the divine order or spiritual law, in 
which God and all that He creates are perfect and eternal, to have remained unchanged in its 
eternal history.

476:9
 God is the Principle of man, and man is the idea of God. Hence man is not mortal nor material. 
Mortals will disappear, and immortals, or the children of God, will appear as the only and eternal 
verities of man. Mortals are not fallen children of God. They never had a perfect state of being, 
which may subsequently be regained. They were, from the beginning of mortal history, “con-
ceived in sin and brought forth in iniquity.” Mortality is finally swallowed up in immortality. Sin, 
sickness, and death must disappear to give place to the facts which belong to immortal man.
 
224:4-7
As the crude footprints of the past disappear from the dissolving paths of the present, we shall 
better understand the Science which governs these changes, and shall plant our feet on firmer 
ground.

306:25
 Undisturbed amid the jarring testimony of the material senses, Science, still enthroned, is un-
folding to mortals the immutable, harmonious, divine Principle,  — is unfolding Life and the uni-
verse, ever present and eternal.
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