Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist — Chicago
Wednesday, August 3, 2016
Subject: A spiritual viewpoint

The history of the world according to Spirit and from a spiritual viewpoint, paints a very different picture
than is commonly accepted. The readings explore these viewpoints. Which one do you find most helpful
in your life?

Hymns: 169, 391, 213

Holy Bible

Gen. 1:1,10 (3rd and), 26, 27
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

and God saw that it was good.

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth,
and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female
created he them.

Gen. 2:1,6-8,18, 21, 22
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.

But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.

And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul.

And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had
formed.

And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him an help
meet for him.

And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his
ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;

And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto
the man.

Gen. 3:1,2,3 (to 3rd ,), 6, 22, 23
Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And
he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:



But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of
it,

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes,
and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave
also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and
now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:

Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence
he was taken.

Luke 8:43-48
And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which had spent all her living upon physi-
cians, neither could be healed of any,

Came behind him, and touched the border of his garment: and immediately her issue of blood
stanched.

And Jesus said, Who touched me? When all denied, Peter and they that were with him said,
Master, the multitude throng thee and press thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me?

And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for | perceive that virtue is gone out of me.

And when the woman saw that she was not hid, she came trembling, and falling down before
him, she declared unto him before all the people for what cause she had touched him, and how
she was healed immediately.

And he said unto her, Daughter, be of good comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole; go in
peace.

John 5:2-7 (to :)
Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue
Bethesda, having five porches.

In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of
the water.

For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever
then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he
had.

And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years.

When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto
him, Wilt thou be made whole?

The impotent man answered him, Sir, | have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into
the pool:



Eph. 4:1,17,18, 20-24
| therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith
ye are called,

This | say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk,
in the vanity of their mind,

Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance
that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:

But ye have not so learned Christ;
If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:

That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to
the deceitful lusts;

And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;
And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

Gen. 1:31 (to 1st .)
And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, By Mary Baker Eddy

225:14, 25-31

The history of our country, like all history, illustrates the might of Mind, and shows human power
to be proportionate to its embodiment of right thinking. A few immortal sentences, breathing the
omnipotence of divine justice, have been potent to break despotic fetters and abolish the whip-
ping-post and slave market; but oppression neither went down in blood, nor did the breath of
freedom come from the cannon’s mouth. Love is the liberator.

The despotic tendencies, inherent in mortal mind and always germinating in new forms of tyran-
ny, must be rooted out through the action of the divine Mind.

Men and women of all climes and races are still in bondage to material sense, ignorant how to
obtain their freedom.

250:6-27

Mortal existence is a dream; mortal existence has no real entity, but saith “It is I.” Spirit is the
Ego which never dreams, but understands all things; which never errs, and is ever conscious;
which never believes, but knows; which is never born and never dies. Spiritual man is the like-
ness of this Ego. Man is not God, but like a ray of light which comes from the sun, man, the out-
come of God, reflects God.

Mortal body and mind are one, and that one is called man; but a mortal is not man, for man is
immortal. A mortal may be weary or pained, enjoy or suffer, according to the dream he enter-
tains in sleep. When that dream vanishes, the mortal finds himself experiencing none of these
dream-sensations. To the observer, the body lies listless, undisturbed, and sensationless, and
the mind seems to be absent.



Now | ask, Is there any more reality in the waking dream of mortal existence than in the sleeping
dream? There cannot be, since whatever appears to be a mortal man is a mortal dream. Take
away the mortal mind, and matter has no more sense as a man than it has as a tree. But the
spiritual, real man is immortal.

516:24-29,31-2

Genesis i. 27. So God created man in His own image,
in the image of God created He him; male and female
created He them.

To emphasize this momentous thought, it is repeated that God made man in His own image, to
reflect the divine Spirit.

In one of the ancient languages the word for man is used also as the synonym of mind.

517:7,18

The life-giving quality of Mind is Spirit, not matter. The ideal man corresponds to creation, to in-
telligence, and to Truth. The ideal woman corresponds to Life and to Love. In divine Science, we
have not as much authority for considering God masculine, as we have for considering Him
feminine, for Love imparts the clearest idea of Deity.

God has countless ideas, and they all have one Principle and parentage. The only proper sym-
bol of God as person is Mind’s infinite ideal. What is this ideal? Who shall behold it? This ideal is
God’s own image, spiritual and infinite. Even eternity can never reveal the whole of God, since
there is no limit to infinitude or to its reflections.

521:21-14
Genesis ii. 6. But there went up a mist from the earth,
and watered the whole face of the ground.

The Science and truth of the divine creation have been presented in the verses already consid-
ered, and now the opposite error, a material view of creation, is to be set forth. The second
chapter of Genesis contains a statement of this material view of God and the universe, a state-
ment which is the exact opposite of scientific truth as before recorded. The history of error or
matter, if veritable, would set aside the omnipotence of Spirit; but it is the false history in con-
tradistinction to the true.

The Science of the first record proves the falsity of the second. If one is true, the other is false,
for they are antagonistic. The first record assigns all might and government to God, and endows
man out of God’s perfection and power. The second record chronicles man as mutable and mor-
tal, — as having broken away from Deity and as revolving in an orbit of his own. Existence, sep-
arate from divinity, Science explains as impossible.

This second record unmistakably gives the history of error in its externalized forms, called life
and intelligence in matter.

522:18

In this erroneous theory, matter takes the place of Spirit. Matter is represented as the life-giving
principle of the earth. Spirit is represented as entering matter in order to create man. God’s
glowing denunciations of man when not found in His image, the likeness of Spirit, convince rea-
son and coincide with revelation in declaring this material creation false.



204:3-19

All forms of error support the false conclusions that there is more than one Life; that material
history is as real and living as spiritual history; that mortal error is as conclusively mental as im-
mortal Truth; and that there are two separate, antagonistic entities and beings, two powers, —
namely, Spirit and matter, — resulting in a third person (mortal man) who carries out the delu-
sions of sin, sickness, and death.

The first power is admitted to be good, an intelligence or Mind called God. The so-called second
power, evil, is the unlikeness of good. It cannot therefore be mind, though so called. The third
power, mortal man, is a supposed mixture of the first and second antagonistic powers, intelli-
gence and non-intelligence, of Spirit and matter.

Such theories are evidently erroneous. They can never stand the test of Science.

471:13

The facts of divine Science should be admitted, — although the evidence as to these facts is not
supported by evil, by matter, or by material sense, — because the evidence that God and man
coexist is fully sustained by spiritual sense. Man is, and forever has been, God’s reflection. God
is infinite, therefore ever present, and there is no other power nor presence. Hence the spirituali-
ty of the universe is the only fact of creation. “Let God be true, but every [material] man a liar.”

551:24-26 Darknes
Darkness and doubt encompass thought, so long as it bases creation on materiality.

502:9-14

Spiritually followed, the book of Genesis is the history of the untrue image of God, named a sin-
ful mortal. This deflection of being, rightly viewed, serves to suggest the proper reflection of God
and the spiritual actuality of man, as given in the first chapter of Genesis.

93:21

The belief that Spirit is finite as well as infinite has darkened all history. In Christian Science,
Spirit, as a proper noun, is the name of the Supreme Being. It means quantity and quality, and
applies exclusively to God. The modifying derivatives of the word spirit refer only to quality, not
to God. Man is spiritual. He is not God, Spirit. If man were Spirit, then men would be spirits,
gods. Finite spirit would be mortal, and this is the error embodied in the belief that the infinite
can be contained in the finite. This belief tends to becloud our apprehension of the kingdom of
heaven and of the reign of harmony in the Science of being.

525:17

In the Gospel of John, it is declared that all things were made through the Word of God, “and
without Him [the logos, or word] was not anything made that was made.” Everything good or
worthy, God made. Whatever is valueless or baneful, He did not make, — hence its unreality. In
the Science of Genesis we read that He saw everything which He had made, “and, behold, it
was very good.” The corporeal senses declare otherwise; and if we give the same heed to the
history of error as to the records of truth, the Scriptural record of sin and death favors the false
conclusion of the material senses. Sin, sickness, and death must be deemed as devoid of reality
as they are of good, God.

547:23

The Scriptures are very sacred. Our aim must be to have them understood spiritually, for only by
this understanding can truth be gained. The true theory of the universe, including man, is not in
material history but in spiritual development. Inspired thought relinquishes a material, sensual,
and mortal theory of the universe, and adopts the spiritual and immortal.



476:11-22

Mortals will disappear, and immortals, or the children of God, will appear as the only and eter-
nal verities of man. Mortals are not fallen children of God. They never had a perfect state of be-
ing, which may subsequently be regained. They were, from the beginning of mortal history,
“conceived in sin and brought forth in iniquity.” Mortality is finally swallowed up in immortality.
Sin, sickness, and death must disappear to give place to the facts which belong to immortal
man.

Learn this, O mortal, and earnestly seek the spiritual status of man, which is outside of all mate-
rial selfhood.

530:26

The history of error is a dream-narrative. The dream has no reality, no intelligence, no mind;
therefore the dreamer and dream are one, for neither is true nor real. First, this narrative sup-
poses that something springs from nothing, that matter precedes mind. Second, it supposes that
mind enters matter, and matter becomes living, substantial, and intelligent. The order of this al-
legory — the belief that everything springs from dust instead of from Deity — has been main-
tained in all the subsequent forms of belief. This is the error, — that mortal man starts materially,
that non-intelligence becomes intelligence, that mind and soul are both right and wrong.

470:32

The relations of God and man, divine Principle and idea, are indestructible in Science; and Sci-
ence knows no lapse from nor return to harmony, but holds the divine order or spiritual law, in
which God and all that He creates are perfect and eternal, to have remained unchanged in its
eternal history.
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