
 

Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist — Chicago
Wednesday, July 20, 2016
Subject:  Armageddon?
 
Armageddon? Or can we “insist vehemently on the great spiritual fact which covers the whole ground, 
that God, Spirit, is all, and that there is none beside Him”?  (Science and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy.)  

Hymns:  374, 267, 451 (from Hymnal Supplement)
 
Holy Bible

Deut. 4:32-34 (to 4th ,) 34 according, 35, 39
For ask now of the days that are past, which were before thee, since the day that God created man upon 
the earth, and ask from the one side of heaven unto the other, whether there hath been any such thing as 
this great thing is, or hath been heard like it?

Did ever people hear the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as thou hast heard, and live?

Or hath God assayed to go and take him a nation from the midst of another nation, by temptations, by 
signs, and by wonders,

according to all that the Lord your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes?

Unto thee it was shewed, that thou mightest know that the Lord he is God; there is none else beside him.

Know therefore this day, and consider it in thine heart, that the Lord he is God in heaven above, and upon 
the earth beneath: there is none else.
 
I Sam. 25:2 there, 3-13 (to 2nd ;),14-24, 27, 32, 33, 35
there was a man in Maon, whose possessions were in Carmel; and the man was very great, and he had 
three thousand sheep, and a thousand goats: and he was shearing his sheep in Carmel.  

 Now the name of the man was Nabal; and the name of his wife Abigail: and she was a woman of good 
understanding, and of a beautiful countenance: but the man was churlish and evil in his doings; and he 
was of the house of Caleb.

And David heard in the wilderness that Nabal did shear his sheep.

And David sent out ten young men, and David said unto the young men, Get you up to Carmel, and go to 
Nabal, and greet him in my name:

And thus shall ye say to him that liveth in prosperity, Peace be both to thee, and peace be to thine house, 
and peace be unto all that thou hast.

And now I have heard that thou hast shearers: now thy shepherds which were with us, we hurt them not, 
neither was there aught missing unto them, all the while they were in Carmel.

Ask thy young men, and they will shew thee. Wherefore let the young men find favour in thine eyes: for 
we come in a good day: give, I pray thee, whatsoever cometh to thine hand unto thy servants, and to thy 
son David.



 

And when David’s young men came, they spake to Nabal according to all those words in the name of 
David, and ceased.

And Nabal answered David’s servants, and said, Who is David? and who is the son of Jesse? there be 
many servants now a days that break away every man from his master.

Shall I then take my bread, and my water, and my flesh that I have killed for my shearers, and give it unto 
men, whom I know not whence they be?

So David’s young men turned their way, and went again, and came and told him all those sayings.

And David said unto his men, Gird ye on every man his sword. And they girded on every man his sword; 
and David also girded on his sword: and there went up after David about four hundred men;

But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal’s wife, saying, Behold, David sent messengers out of the 
wilderness to salute our master; and he railed on them.

But the men were very good unto us, and we were not hurt, neither missed we any thing, as long as we 
were conversant with them, when we were in the fields:

They were a wall unto us both by night and day, all the while we were with them keeping the sheep.

Now therefore know and consider what thou wilt do; for evil is determined against our master, and against 
all his household: for he is such a son of Belial, that a man cannot speak to him.

Then Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, and five sheep ready 
dressed, and five measures of parched corn, and an hundred clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes 
of figs, and laid them on asses.

And she said unto her servants, Go on before me; behold, I come after you. But she told not her husband 
Nabal.

And it was so, as she rode on the ass, that she came down by the covert of the hill, and, behold, David 
and his men came down against her; and she met them.

Now David had said, Surely in vain have I kept all that this fellow hath in the wilderness, so that nothing 
was missed of all that pertained unto him: and he hath requited me evil for good.

So and more also do God unto the enemies of David, if I leave of all that pertain to him by the morning 
light any that pisseth against the wall.

And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, and lighted off the ass, and fell before David on her face, and 
bowed herself to the ground,

And fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, upon me let this iniquity be: and let thine handmaid, I 
pray thee, speak in thine audience, and hear the words of thine handmaid.

And now this blessing which thine handmaid hath brought unto my lord, let it even be given unto the 
young men that follow my lord.

And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, which sent thee this day to meet me:



 

And blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou, which hast kept me this day from coming to shed blood, 
and from avenging myself with mine own hand.

So David received of her hand that which she had brought him, and said unto her, Go up in peace to thine 
house; see, I have hearkened to thy voice, and have accepted thy person.

Isa. 44:8
Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my 
witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any.

Mark 1:1, 29-34
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;

And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, they entered into the house of Simon and 
Andrew, with James and John.

But Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick of a fever, and anon they tell him of her.

And he came and took her by the hand, and lifted her up; and immediately the fever left her, and she 
ministered unto them.

And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto him all that were diseased, and them that were 
possessed with devils.

And all the city was gathered together at the door.

And he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, and cast out many devils; and suffered not the 
devils to speak, because they knew him.
 
Matt. 5:8
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

219:6-22
In mathematics, we do not multiply when we should subtract, and then say the product is correct. No 
more can we say in Science that muscles give strength, that nerves give pain or pleasure, or that matter 
governs, and then expect that the result will be harmony. Not muscles, nerves, nor bones, but mortal mind 
makes the whole body “sick, and the whole heart faint;” whereas divine Mind heals.

When this is understood, we shall never affirm concerning the body what we do not wish to have 
manifested. We shall not call the body weak, if we would have it strong; for the belief in feebleness must 
obtain in the human mind before it can be made manifest on the body, and the destruction of the belief 
will be the removal of its effects. Science includes no rule of discord, but governs harmoniously. “The 
wish,” says the poet, “is ever father to the thought.”

96:4-4 (np)
Love will finally mark the hour of harmony, and spiritualization will follow, for Love is Spirit. Before error is 
wholly destroyed, there will be interruptions of the general material routine. Earth will become dreary and 
desolate, but summer and winter, seedtime and harvest (though in changed forms), will continue unto the 
end, — until the final spiritualization of all things. “The darkest hour precedes the dawn.”



 

This material world is even now becoming the arena for conflicting forces. On one side there will be 
discord and dismay; on the other side there will be Science and peace. The breaking up of material 
beliefs may seem to be famine and pestilence, want and woe, sin, sickness, and death, which assume 
new phases until their nothingness appears. These disturbances will continue until the end of error, when 
all discord will be swallowed up in spiritual Truth.

Mortal error will vanish in a moral chemicalization. This mental fermentation has begun, and will continue 
until all errors of belief yield to understanding. Belief is changeable, but spiritual understanding is 
changeless.

As this consummation draws nearer, he who has shaped his course in accordance with divine Science 
will endure to the end. As material knowledge diminishes and spiritual understanding increases, real 
objects will be apprehended mentally instead of materially.

During this final conflict, wicked minds will endeavor to find means by which to accomplish more evil; but 
those who discern Christian Science will hold crime in check. They will aid in the ejection of error. They 
will maintain law and order, and cheerfully await the certainty of ultimate perfection.

392:11-3
The physical affirmation of disease should always be met with the mental negation. Whatever benefit is 
produced on the body, must be expressed mentally, and thought should be held fast to this ideal. If you 
believe in inflamed and weak nerves, you are liable to an attack from that source. You will call it neuralgia, 
but we call it a belief. If you think that consumption is hereditary in your family, you are liable to the 
development of that thought in the form of what is termed pulmonary disease, unless Science shows you 
otherwise. If you decide that climate or atmosphere is unhealthy, it will be so to you. Your decisions will 
master you, whichever direction they take.

Reverse the case. Stand porter at the door of thought. Admitting only such conclusions as you wish 
realized in bodily results, you will control yourself harmoniously. When the condition is present which you 
say induces disease, whether it be air, exercise, heredity, contagion, or accident, then perform your office 
as porter and shut out these unhealthy thoughts and fears. Exclude from mortal mind the offending errors; 
then the body cannot suffer from them. The issues of pain or pleasure must come through mind, and like 
a watchman forsaking his post, we admit the intruding belief, forgetting that through divine help we can 
forbid this entrance.

425:14-22 (np)
If the body is diseased, this is but one of the beliefs of mortal mind. Mortal man will be less mortal, when 
he learns that matter never sustained existence and can never destroy God, who is man’s Life. When this 
is understood, mankind will be more spiritual and know that there is nothing to consume, since Spirit, 
God, is All-in-all. What if the belief is consumption? God is more to a man than his belief, and the less we 
acknowledge matter or its laws, the more immortality we possess. Consciousness constructs a better 
body when faith in matter has been conquered. Correct material belief by spiritual understanding, and 
Spirit will form you anew. You will never fear again except to offend God, and you will never believe that 
heart or any portion of the body can destroy you.

If you have sound and capacious lungs and want them to remain so, be always ready with the mental 
protest against the opposite belief in heredity. Discard all notions about lungs, tubercles, inherited 
consumption, or disease arising from any circumstance, and you will find that mortal mind, when 
instructed by Truth, yields to divine power, which steers the body into health.

The discoverer of Christian Science finds the path less difficult when she has the high goal always before 
her thoughts, than when she counts her footsteps in endeavoring to reach it. When the destination is 
desirable, expectation speeds our progress. The struggle for Truth makes one strong instead of weak, 
resting instead of wearying one. If the belief in death were obliterated, and the understanding obtained 



 

that there is no death, this would be a “tree of life,” known by its fruits. Man should renew his energies 
and endeavors, and see the folly of hypocrisy, while also learning the necessity of working out his own 
salvation. When it is learned that disease cannot destroy life, and that mortals are not saved from sin or 
sickness by death, this understanding will quicken into newness of life. It will master either a desire to die 
or a dread of the grave, and thus destroy the great fear that besets mortal existence.

420:10-24 (np)
Instruct the sick that they are not helpless victims, for if they will only accept Truth, they can resist disease 
and ward it off, as positively as they can the temptation to sin. This fact of Christian Science should be 
explained to invalids when they are in a fit mood to receive it, — when they will not array themselves 
against it, but are ready to become receptive to the new idea. The fact that Truth overcomes both disease 
and sin reassures depressed hope. It imparts a healthy stimulus to the body, and regulates the system. It 
increases or diminishes the action, as the case may require, better than any drug, alterative, or tonic.

Mind is the natural stimulus of the body, but erroneous belief, taken at its best, is not promotive of health 
or happiness. Tell the sick that they can meet disease fearlessly, if they only realize that divine Love gives 
them all power over every physical action and condition.

If it becomes necessary to startle mortal mind to break its dream of suffering, vehemently tell your patient 
that he must awake. Turn his gaze from the false evidence of the senses to the harmonious facts of Soul 
and immortal being. Tell him that he suffers only as the insane suffer, from false beliefs. The only 
difference is, that insanity implies belief in a diseased brain, while physical ailments (so-called) arise from 
the belief that other portions of the body are deranged. Derangement, or disarrangement, is a word which 
conveys the true definition of all human belief in ill-health, or disturbed harmony. Should you thus startle 
mortal mind in order to remove its beliefs, afterwards make known to the patient your motive for this 
shock, showing him that it was to facilitate recovery.

If a crisis occurs in your treatment, you must treat the patient less for the disease and more for the mental 
disturbance or fermentation, and subdue the symptoms by removing the belief that this chemicalization 
produces pain or disease. Insist vehemently on the great fact which covers the whole ground, that God, 
Spirit, is all, and that there is none beside Him. There is no disease. When the supposed suffering is gone 
from mortal mind, there can be no pain; and when the fear is destroyed, the inflammation will subside. 
Calm the excitement sometimes induced by chemicalization, which is the alterative effect produced by 
Truth upon error, and sometimes explain the symptoms and their cause to the patient.

318:26-20
 Material methods are temporary, and are not adapted to elevate mankind.

The governor is not subjected to the governed. In Science man is governed by God, divine Principle, as 
numbers are controlled and proved by His laws. Intelligence does not originate in numbers, but is 
manifested through them. The body does not include soul, but manifests mortality, a false sense of soul. 
The delusion that there is life in matter has no kinship with the Life supernal.

Science depicts disease as error, as matter versus Mind, and error reversed as subserving the facts of 
health. To calculate one’s life-prospects from a material basis, would infringe upon spiritual law and 
misguide human hope. Having faith in the divine Principle of health and spiritually understanding God, 
sustains man under all circumstances; whereas the lower appeal to the general faith in material means 
(commonly called nature) must yield to the all-might of infinite Spirit.

Throughout the infinite cycles of eternal existence, Spirit and matter neither concur in man nor in the 
universe.



 

The varied doctrines and theories which presuppose life and intelligence to exist in matter are so many 
ancient and modern mythologies. Mystery, miracle, sin, and death will disappear when it becomes fairly 
understood that the divine Mind controls man and man has no Mind but God.

140:4-32
That God is a corporeal being, nobody can truly affirm. The Bible represents Him as saying: “Thou canst 
not see My face; for there shall no man see Me, and live.” Not materially but spiritually we know Him as 
divine Mind, as Life, Truth, and Love. We shall obey and adore in proportion as we apprehend the divine 
nature and love Him understandingly, warring no more over the corporeality, but rejoicing in the affluence 
of our God. Religion will then be of the heart and not of the head. Mankind will no longer be tyrannical and 
proscriptive from lack of love, — straining out gnats and swallowing camels.

We worship spiritually, only as we cease to worship materially. Spiritual devoutness is the soul of 
Christianity. Worshipping through the medium of matter is paganism. Judaic and other rituals are but 
types and shadows of true worship. “The true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth.”

The Jewish tribal Jehovah was a man-projected God, liable to wrath, repentance, and human 
changeableness. The Christian Science God is universal, eternal, divine Love, which changeth not and 
causeth no evil, disease, nor death. It is indeed mournfully true that the older Scripture is reversed. In the 
beginning God created man in His, God’s, image; but mortals would procreate man, and make God in 
their own human image. What is the god of a mortal, but a mortal magnified?

 323:28-6
The effects of Christian Science are not so much seen as felt. It is the “still, small voice” of Truth uttering 
itself. We are either turning away from this utterance, or we are listening to it and going up higher. 
Willingness to become as a little child and to leave the old for the new, renders thought receptive of the 
advanced idea. Gladness to leave the false landmarks and joy to see them disappear, — this disposition 
helps to precipitate the ultimate harmony. The purification of sense and self is a proof of progress. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”

 
From Concord Express - A Christian Science Study Resource: The King James Version of the 
Bible and Mary Baker Eddy's published writings
  
 


