
Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist – Chicago 
Wednesday, May 18, 2016
Subject: Safety and protection through prayer
 
How can we find safety and protection when danger and violence seem to be all around us; even right in 
our own neighborhoods? Join us at tonight’s mid-week prayer meeting beginning at 6 p.m. where the 
readings being shared will focus on finding very real and tangible safety and protection through prayer.

Hymns:  439 (Supplement), 278, 66
 
Holy Bible  
  
Ps. 23:1, 2
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.

Heb. 11:7 (to ; )
By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, pre-
pared an ark to the saving of his house;

Ps. 91:1, 2, 11-14
He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of 
the Almighty.

I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.

For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.

They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.

Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou 
trample under feet.

Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, 
because he hath known my name.

Dan. 6:1( to . ), 3 David -7,9-11,14-17(to 1st ;), 19-23
It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, which should 
be over the whole kingdom; 

Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent 
spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole realm. 

Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree.



Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his 
windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees 
three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and making supplication before 
his God. 

Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with himself, and set 
his heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of the sun to de-
liver him.

Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O king, that 
the law of the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor statute which the king estab-
lisheth may be changed.

Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. 
Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he 
will deliver thee.

And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den;

Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions.

And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the 
king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom 
thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions?

Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever.

My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt me: 
forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, 
have I done no hurt.

Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they should take 
Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt 
was found upon him, because he believed in his God.

Rev. 5:5 behold (to 3rd ,)

behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda,

John 8:1, 2, 52, 56-59
Jesus went unto the mount of Olives.



And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto 
him; and he sat down, and taught them.

Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, 
and the prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of 
death. 

Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.

Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abra-
ham?

Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.

Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the tem-
ple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.

Matt. 19:30 many
many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first.

Acts 27:1,18, 20,2 1( to 1st . ), 22 - 24 now, 41-44
And when it was determined that we should sail into Italy, they delivered Paul and cer-
tain other prisoners unto one named Julius, a centurion of Augustus’ band. 

And we being exceedingly tossed with a tempest, the next day they lightened the ship;

And the third day we cast out with our own hands the tackling of the ship.

And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on 
us, all hope that we should be saved was then taken away.

But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should 
have hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this 
harm and loss. 

now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man’s life among 
you, but of the ship.

For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve,

Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Cæsar: and, lo, God hath given 
thee all them that sail with thee.

Ps. 23:6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord for ever.



Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, By Mary Baker Eddy 

61:4-11

The good in human affections must have ascendency over the evil and the spiritual over 
the animal, or happiness will never be won. The attainment of this celestial condition 
would improve our progeny, diminish crime, and give higher aims to ambition. Every val-
ley of sin must be exalted, and every mountain of selfishness be brought low, that the 
highway of our God may be prepared in Science.

387:27

The history of Christianity furnishes sublime proofs of the supporting influence and pro-
tecting power bestowed on man by his heavenly Father, omnipotent Mind, who gives 
man faith and understanding whereby to defend himself, not only from temptation, but 
from bodily suffering.
  
67:4
When the ocean is stirred by a storm, then the clouds lower, the wind shrieks through 
the tightened shrouds, and the waves lift themselves into mountains. We ask the 
helmsman: “Do you know your course? Can you steer safely amid the storm?” He an-
swers bravely, but even the dauntless seaman is not sure of his safety; nautical science 
is not equal to the Science of Mind. Yet, acting up to his highest understanding, firm at 
the post of duty, the mariner works on and awaits the issue. Thus should we deport our-
selves on the seething ocean of sorrow. Hoping and working, one should stick to the 
wreck, until an irresistible propulsion precipitates his doom or sunshine gladdens the 
troubled sea.
 
581:8-14
Ark. Safety; the idea, or reflection, of Truth, proved to be as immortal as its Principle; the 
understanding of Spirit, destroying belief in matter.

God and man coexistent and eternal; Science showing that the spiritual realities of all 
things are created by Him and exist forever. The ark indicates temptation overcome and 
followed by exaltation.

419:18-22
Think less of material conditions and more of spiritual.

Mind produces all action. If the action proceeds from Truth, from immortal Mind, there is 
harmony; but mortal mind is liable to any phase of belief.

102:16-23
The mild forms of animal magnetism are disappearing, and its aggressive features are 
coming to the front. The looms of crime, hidden in the dark recesses of mortal thought, 



are every hour weaving webs more complicated and subtle. So secret are the present 
methods of animal magnetism that they ensnare the age into indolence, and produce 
the very apathy on the subject which the criminal desires.

96:12-4
This material world is even now becoming the arena for conflicting forces. On one side 
there will be discord and dismay; on the other side there will be Science and peace. The 
breaking up of material beliefs may seem to be famine and pestilence, want and woe, 
sin, sickness, and death, which assume new phases until their nothingness appears. 
These disturbances will continue until the end of error, when all discord will be swal-
lowed up in spiritual Truth.

Mortal error will vanish in a moral chemicalization. This mental fermentation has begun, 
and will continue until all errors of belief yield to understanding. Belief is changeable, but 
spiritual understanding is changeless.

As this consummation draws nearer, he who has shaped his course in accordance with 
divine Science will endure to the end. As material knowledge diminishes and spiritual 
understanding increases, real objects will be apprehended mentally instead of material-
ly.

During this final conflict, wicked minds will endeavor to find means by which to accom-
plish more evil; but those who discern Christian Science will hold crime in check. They 
will aid in the ejection of error. They will maintain law and order, and cheerfully await the 
certainty of ultimate perfection.

327:17, 23-24
To the physical senses, the strict demands of Christian Science seem peremptory; but 
mortals are hastening to learn that Life is God, good, and that evil has in reality neither 
place nor power in the human or the divine economy. →

Fear of punishment never made man truly honest. ←Moral courage is requisite to meet 
the wrong and to proclaim the right.

97:22-28
It requires courage to utter truth; for the higher Truth lifts her voice, the louder will error 
scream, until its inarticulate sound is forever silenced in oblivion.

“He uttered His voice, the earth melted.” This Scripture indicates that all matter will dis-
appear before the supremacy of Spirit.

514:10-2
Moral courage is “the lion of the tribe of Juda,” the king of the mental realm. Free and 
fearless it roams in the forest. Undisturbed it lies in the open field, or rests in “green 
pastures, . . . beside the still waters.” In the figurative transmission from the divine 



thought to the human, diligence, promptness, and perseverance are likened to “the cat-
tle upon a thousand hills.” They carry the baggage of stern resolve, and keep pace with 
highest purpose. Tenderness accompanies all the might imparted by Spirit. The individ-
uality created by God is not carnivorous, as witness the millennial estate pictured by 
Isaiah: —  The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,
And the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
And the calf and the young lion, and the fatling together;
And a little child shall lead them.

Understanding the control which Love held over all, Daniel felt safe in the lions’ den, and 
Paul proved the viper to be harmless. All of God’s creatures, moving in the harmony of 
Science, are harmless, useful, indestructible. A realization of this grand verity was a 
source of strength to the ancient worthies. It supports Christian healing, and enables its 
possessor to emulate the example of Jesus.
 
494:15
The miracle of grace is no miracle to Love. Jesus demonstrated the inability of corpore-
ality, as well as the infinite ability of Spirit, thus helping erring human sense to flee from 
its own convictions and seek safety in divine Science. Reason, rightly directed, serves 
to correct the errors of corporeal sense; but sin, sickness, and death will seem real 
(even as the experiences of the sleeping dream seem real) until the Science of man’s 
eternal harmony breaks their illusion with the unbroken reality of scientific being.

201:17
The way to extract error from mortal mind is to pour in truth through flood-tides of Love. 
Christian perfection is won on no other basis.

114:23
Christian Science explains all cause and effect as mental, not physical. It lifts the veil of 
mystery from Soul and body. It shows the scientific relation of man to God, disentangles 
the interlaced ambiguities of being, and sets free the imprisoned thought. In divine Sci-
ence, the universe, including man, is spiritual, harmonious, and eternal. Science shows 
that what is termed matter is but the subjective state of what is termed by the author 
mortal mind.
 
115:19-20, 25
SCIENTIFIC TRANSLATION OF MORTAL MIND

First Degree: Depravity.  

Second Degree: Evil beliefs disappearing.

116:1,4
Third Degree: Understanding. 



In the third degree mortal mind disappears, and man as God’s image appears. Science 
so reverses the evidence before the corporeal human senses, as to make this Scriptural 
testimony true in our hearts, “The last shall be first, and the first last,” so that God and 
His idea may be to us what divinity really is and must of necessity be, — all-inclusive.

39:18-27
“Now,” cried the apostle, “is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation,” — 
meaning, not that now men must prepare for a future-world salvation, or safety, but that 
now is the time in which to experience that salvation in spirit and in life. Now is the time 
for so-called material pains and material pleasures to pass away, for both are unreal, 
because impossible in Science. To break this earthly spell, mortals must get the true 
idea and divine Principle of all that really exists and governs the universe harmoniously.

232:3
Many theories relative to God and man neither make man harmonious nor God lovable. 
The beliefs we commonly entertain about happiness and life afford no scatheless and 
permanent evidence of either. Security for the claims of harmonious and eternal being is 
found only in divine Science.

97:5
In reality, the more closely error simulates truth and so-called matter resembles its es-
sence, mortal mind, the more impotent error becomes as a belief. According to human 
belief, the lightning is fierce and the electric current swift, yet in Christian Science the 
flight of one and the blow of the other will become harmless. The more destructive mat-
ter becomes, the more its nothingness will appear, until matter reaches its mortal zenith 
in illusion and forever disappears. The nearer a false belief approaches truth without 
passing the boundary where, having been destroyed by divine Love, it ceases to be 
even an illusion, the riper it becomes for destruction. The more material the belief, the 
more obvious its error, until divine Spirit, supreme in its domain, dominates all matter, 
and man is found in the likeness of Spirit, his original being.
 
103:6-9
The destruction of the claims of mortal mind through Science, by which man can escape 
from sin and mortality, blesses the whole human family.
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