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Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist 
Chicago, IL 
 
Readings for 
Wednesday, July 11, 2012 
 
TOPIC: What empowers love for our enemies?  
The Chicago Tribune reported that much of the increase of homicides in the City involve people with 
relationships to gangs, and include retaliatory actions. So how can we support the wisdom that foresees how to 
forgive? 
 
HYMNS 229 232 163 
 
The Bible 
Matt. 5:43-45 
43¶Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 
44But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 
45That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven:  
Matt. 5:38-43 
38¶Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 
39But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the 
other also. 
Ex. 23:4, 5 
4If thou meet thine enemy's ox or his ass going astray, thou shalt surely bring it back to him again. 
5If thou see the ass of him that hateth thee lying under his burden, and wouldest forbear to help him, thou shalt 
surely help with him. 
Ps. 18:3 
3I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies. 
Ps. 25:1-3 (to :) 
1Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 
2O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me. 
3Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: 
I Sam. 24:1-22 (to ;) 
2Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and went to seek David and his men upon the rocks of 
the wild goats. 
3And he came to the sheepcotes by the way, where was a cave; and Saul went in to cover his feet: and David 
and his men remained in the sides of the cave. 
4And the men of David said unto him, Behold the day of which the Lord said unto thee, Behold, I will deliver 
thine enemy into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as it shall seem good unto thee. Then David arose, and 
cut off the skirt of Saul's robe privily. 
6And he said unto his men, The Lord forbid that I should do this thing unto my master, the Lord's anointed, to 
stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the Lord. 
7So David stayed his servants with these words, and suffered them not to rise against Saul. But Saul rose up 
out of the cave, and went on his way. 
8David also arose afterward, and went out of the cave, and cried after Saul, saying, My lord the king. And when 
Saul looked behind him, David stooped with his face to the earth, and bowed himself. 
9¶And David said to Saul, Wherefore hearest thou men's words, saying, Behold, David seeketh thy hurt? 
11Moreover, my father, see, yea, see the skirt of thy robe in my hand: for in that I cut off the skirt of thy robe, 
and killed thee not, know thou and see that there is neither evil nor transgression in mine hand, and I have not 
sinned against thee; yet thou huntest my soul to take it. 
16¶And it came to pass, when David had made an end of speaking these words unto Saul, that Saul said, Is 
this thy voice, my son David? And Saul lifted up his voice, and wept. 
17And he said to David, Thou art more righteous than I: for thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I have 
rewarded thee evil. 
20And now, behold, I know well that thou shalt surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be 
established in thine hand. 
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21Swear now therefore unto me by the Lord, that thou wilt not cut off my seed after me, and that thou wilt not 
destroy my name out of my father's house. 
22And David sware unto Saul. And Saul went home 
Luke 6:28, 30-38  
28Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you. 
30Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again. 
31And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. 
32For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love them. 
34And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to 
receive as much again. 
35love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and 
ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. 
36Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 
38Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, 
shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you 
again. 
 Luke 6:45 (to ;) 
45A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; 
 
SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES 
By Mary Baker Eddy 
SH 33:18-26 
When the human element in him struggled with the divine, our great Teacher said: "Not my will, but Thine, be 
done!" — that is, Let not the flesh, but the Spirit, be represented in me. This is the new understanding of 
spiritual Love. It gives all for Christ, or Truth. It blesses its enemies, heals the sick, casts out error, raises the 
dead from trespasses and sins, and preaches the gospel to the poor, the meek in heart. 
SH 48:17-24 
Judas had the world's weapons. Jesus had not one of them, and chose not the world's means of defence. "He 
opened not his mouth." The great demonstrator of Truth and Love was silent before  
envy and hate. Peter would have smitten the enemies of his Master, but Jesus forbade him, thus rebuking 
resentment or animal courage. He said: "Put up thy sword." 
SH 61:4-28 
The good in human affections must have ascendency over the evil and the spiritual over the animal, or 
happiness will never be won. The attainment of this celestial condition would improve our progeny, diminish 
crime, and give higher aims to ambition. Every valley of sin must be exalted, and every mountain of selfishness 
be brought low, that the highway of our God may be prepared in Science.  
SH 6:3-5 
Divine Love corrects and governs man. Men may pardon, but this divine Principle alone reforms the sinner. 
SH 339:1-6 1st The 
The destruction of sin is the divine method of pardon. Divine Life destroys death, Truth destroys error, and Love 
destroys hate. Being destroyed, sin needs no other form of forgiveness. Does not God's pardon, destroying any 
one sin, prophesy and involve the final destruction of all sin? 
SH 172:32-173:16 
When we admit that matter (heart, blood, brain, acting through the five physical senses) constitutes man, we fail 
to see how anatomy can distinguish between humanity and the brute, or determine when man is really man and 
has progressed farther than his animal progenitors. 
 SH 105:10-15 
Can matter commit a crime? Can matter be punished? Can you separate the mentality from the body over 
which courts hold jurisdiction? Mortal mind, not matter, is the criminal in every case;  
and human law rightly estimates crime, and courts reasonably pass sentence, according to the motive. 
SH 305:20-27 
The inverted images presented by the senses, the deflections of matter as opposed to the Science of spiritual 
reflection, are all unlike Spirit, God. In the illusion of life that is here to-day and  
gone to-morrow, man would be wholly mortal, were it not that Love, the divine Principle that obtains in divine 
Science, destroys all error and brings immortality to light. 
SH 1:1-4 
The prayer that reforms the sinner and heals the sick is an absolute faith that all things are  
possible to God, — a spiritual understanding of Him, an unselfed love. 
SH 35:30 
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The design of Love is to reform the sinner. 
SH 54:8-10 
All must sooner or later plant themselves in Christ, the true idea of God. 
SH 91:9-13 
It is difficult for the sinner to accept divine Science, because Science exposes his nothingness; but the sooner 
the error is reduced to its native nothingness, the sooner man's great reality will appear and his genuine being 
will be understood. 
SH 96:21-24, 27-97:4 
Mortal error will vanish in a moral chemicalization. This mental fermentation has begun, and will continue until 
all errors of belief yield to understanding. Belief is changeable, but understanding is changeless. As material 
knowledge diminishes and spiritual understanding increases, real objects will be apprehended mentally instead 
of materially. During this final conflict, wicked minds will endeavor to find means by which to accomplish more 
evil; but those who discern Christian Science will hold crime in check. They will aid in the ejection of error. They 
will maintain law and order, and cheerfully await the certainty of ultimate perfection.  
SH 102:30-103:2 
Mankind must learn that evil is not power. Its so-called despotism is but a phase of nothingness. 
Christian Science despoils the kingdom of evil, and pre-eminently promotes affection and virtue in families and 
therefore in the community. 
SH 189:8-14 mortals 
mortals should no more deny the power of Christian Science to establish harmony and to explain  
the effect of mortal mind on the body, though the cause be unseen, than they should deny the existence of the 
sunlight when the orb of day disappears, or doubt that the sun will reappear. 
The sins of others should not make good men suffer. 
SH 256:7-8 
Love, the divine Principle, is the Father and Mother of the universe, including man. 
SH 63:5-11 
In Science man is the offspring of Spirit. The beautiful, good, and pure constitute his ancestry. 
His origin is not, like that of mortals, in brute instinct, nor does he pass through conditions prior  
to reaching intelligence. Spirit is his primitive and ultimate source of being; God is his Father, and Life is the law 
of his being 
SH 266:13-19 
Friends will betray and enemies will slander, until the lesson is sufficient to exalt you; for "man's extremity is 
God's opportunity." The author has experienced the foregoing prophecy and its blessings. Thus He teaches 
mortals to lay down their fleshliness and gain spirituality. This is done through self-abnegation. Universal Love is 
the divine way in Christian Science. 
 
  
 


