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Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist 
Chicago, IL 
 
Readings for Wednesday, July 25, 2012 
 
Subject:  Is man both evil and good? 
 
HYMNS 92 370 258 
 
THE BIBLE 
Jer. 7:9, 10, 13 
9Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other 
gods whom ye know not; 
10And come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, We are delivered to do all 
these abominations? 
13Because ye have done all these works, saith the Lord, and I spake unto you, rising up early and speaking, but ye 
heard not; and I called you, but ye answered not; 
Isa. 5:20, 21 
20¶Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put 
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 
21Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight! 
Matt. 2:1-10, 11 (to :), 12-16, 18 there 
1Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men 
from the east to Jerusalem, 
2Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship 
him. 
3When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 
4And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where 
Christ should be born. 
5And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, 
6And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a 
Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. 
7Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. 
8And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found 
him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. 
9When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it 
came and stood over where the young child was. 
10When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 
11¶And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and 
worshipped him: 
12And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country 
another way. 
13And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and 
take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will 
seek the young child to destroy him. 
14When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt: 
15And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, 
saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. 
16¶Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and 
slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according 
to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men. 
18there (was) a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and 
would not be comforted, because they are not. 
Job 24:20 wickedness 
20wickedness shall be broken as a tree. 
Deut. 13:1-4, 5 (So) 
1If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, 



	
   2	
  

2And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which 
thou hast not known, and let us serve them; 
3Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the Lord your God proveth 
you, to know whether ye love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 
4Ye shall walk after the Lord your God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye 
shall serve him, and cleave unto him. 
5So shalt thou put the evil away from the midst of thee. 
Rom. 7:22-25 (to 1st .) 
22For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 
23But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 
law of sin which is in my members. 
24O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 
25I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Ps. 112:1, 2, 4, 6-8 (to 2nd ,), 10 
1Praise ye the Lord. Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord, that delighteth greatly in his commandments. 
2His seed shall be mighty upon earth: the generation of the upright shall be blessed. 
4Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: he is gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous. 
6Surely he shall not be moved for ever: the righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance. 
7He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord. 
8His heart is established, he shall not be afraid, 
10The wicked shall see it, and be grieved; he shall gnash with his teeth, and melt away: the desire of the wicked 
shall perish. 
Rom. 12:21 
21Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES 
By Mary Baker Eddy 
 
SH 216:18-21The great mistake of mortals is to suppose that man, God's image and likeness, is both matter and 
Spirit, both good and evil. 
SH 246:1-3, 5-6 
Man is not a pendulum, swinging between evil and good, joy and sorrow, sickness and health, life and death. The 
perfect and immortal are the eternal likeness of their Maker. 
SH 555:18-27 
Only impotent error would seek to unite Spirit with matter, good with evil, immortality with mortality, and call this 
sham unity man, as if man were the offspring of both Mind and matter, of both Deity and humanity. 
Creation rests on a spiritual basis. We lose our standard of perfection and set aside the proper conception of Deity, 
when we admit that the perfect is the author of aught that can become imperfect, that God bestows the power to 
sin, or that Truth confers the ability to err. 
SH 64:8-10 
Pride, envy, or jealousy seems on most occasions to be the master of ceremonies, ruling out primitive Christianity.  
SH 188:8-10 
Passion, depraved appetites, dishonesty, envy, hatred, revenge ripen into action, only to  
pass from shame and woe to their final punishment.  
SH 239:11-12 
The wicked man is not the ruler of his upright neighbor. 
SH 289:8-13 
A wicked mortal is not the idea of God. He is little else than the expression of error. To suppose that sin, lust, 
hatred, envy, hypocrisy, revenge, have life abiding in them, is a terrible mistake. Life and Life's idea, Truth and 
Truth's idea, never make men sick, sinful, or mortal. 
SH 565:9-18 
Led on by the grossest element of mortal mind, Herod decreed the death of every male child in order that the man 
Jesus, the masculine representative of the spiritual idea, might never hold sway and deprive Herod of his crown. 
The impersonation of the spiritual idea had a brief history in the earthly life of our Master; but "of his kingdom there 
shall be no end," for Christ, God's idea, will eventually rule all nations and peoples — imperatively, absolutely, finally 
— with divine Science.  
SH 327:8-14 
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What a pitiful sight is malice, finding pleasure in revenge! Evil is sometimes a man's highest conception until his 
grasp on good grows stronger. Then he loses pleasure in wickedness, and it becomes his torment. The way to 
escape the misery of sin is to cease sinning. There is no other way. Sin is the image of the beast to be effaced by 
the sweat of agony. 
SH 327:1-7 
Reform comes by understanding that there is no abiding pleasure in evil, and also by gaining an affection for good 
according to Science, which reveals the immortal fact that neither pleasure nor pain, appetite nor passion, can exist 
in or of matter, while divine Mind can and does destroy the false beliefs of pleasure, pain, or fear and all the sinful 
appetites of the human mind. 
SH 327:17-21 
To the physical senses, the strict demands of Christian Science seem peremptory; but mortals are hastening to 
learn that Life is God, good, and that evil has in reality neither place nor power in the human or the divine economy. 
SH 404:10-12 
Lust, malice, and all sorts of evil are diseased beliefs, and you can destroy them only by destroying the wicked 
motives which produce them. 
SH 451:19-452:6 
Every Christian Scientist, every conscientious teacher of the Science of Mind-healing, knows that human will is not 
Christian Science, and he must recognize this in order to defend himself from the influence of human will. He feels 
morally obligated to open the eyes of his students that they may perceive the nature and methods of error of every 
sort, especially any subtle degree of evil, deceived and deceiving. 
All mental malpractice arises from ignorance or malice aforethought. It is the injurious action of one mortal mind 
controlling another from wrong motives, and it is practised either with a mistaken or a wicked purpose. 
Show your student that mental malpractice tends to blast moral sense, health, and the human life. Instruct him how 
to bar the door of his thought against this seeming power, — a task not difficult, when one understands that evil 
has in reality no power. Incorrect reasoning leads to practical error. The wrong thought should be arrested before it 
has a chance to manifest itself. 
SH 475:28-476:5 
Man is incapable of sin, sickness, and death. The real man cannot depart from holiness, nor can God, by whom 
man is evolved, engender the capacity or freedom to sin. A mortal sinner is not God's man. Mortals are the 
counterfeits of immortals. They are the children of the wicked one, or the one evil, which declares that man begins 
in dust or as a material embryo. In divine Science, God and the real man are inseparable as divine Principle and 
idea. 
SH 42:15-18, 25-28 
The resurrection of the great demonstrator of God's power was the proof of his final triumph over body and matter, 
and gave full evidence of divine Science, — evidence so important to mortals. This demonstrates that in Christian 
Science the true man is governed by God — by good, not evil — and is therefore not a mortal but an immortal. 
SH 476:9-13 
God is the Principle of man, and man is the idea of God. Hence man is not mortal nor material. Mortals will 
disappear, and immortals, or the children of God, will appear as the only and eternal verities of man. 
SH 239:12-15 
Let it be understood that success in error is defeat in Truth. The watchword of Christian Science is Scriptural: "Let 
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts." 
 
 


