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Wednesday Evening Meeting, January 18, 2012 
Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist 
Chicago, IL 
 
Hymn    176   238    351 
 
The question we’re being asked to consider tonight is: how can we face down moral confusion.  
There was an editorial in The Christian Science Monitor last week making the point that when 
democratic movements lose their ideals, the countries devolve into civil war. So hopefully these 
readings will be a support to the moral clarity that is basis of progress. 
 
THE BIBLE 
Ps. 71:1-3 
In thee, O Lord, do I put my trust: let me never be put to confusion. Deliver me in thy 
righteousness, and cause me to escape: incline thine ear unto me, and save me. Be thou my 
strong habitation, whereunto I may continually resort: thou hast given commandment to save 
me.  
Ps. 22:4-5 
Our fathers trusted in thee:…they trusted in thee, and were not confounded.  
I Sam. 18:5-12 
¶And David went out whithersoever Saul sent him, and behaved himself wisely: and Saul set him 
over the men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the people, and also in the sight of 
Saul's servants. And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from the slaughter 
of the Philistine, that the women came out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet 
king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with instruments of music. And the women answered one 
another as they played, and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands. 
And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased him; and he said, They have ascribed unto 
David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands: and what can he have 
more but the kingdom? And Saul eyed David from that day and forward. ¶And it came to pass 
on the morrow, that the evil spirit from God came upon Saul, and he prophesied in the midst of 
the house: and David played with his hand, as at other times: and there was a javelin in Saul's 
hand. And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to the wall with it. And David 
avoided out of his presence twice. ¶And Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with 
him, and was departed from Saul.  
I Sam. 19:2 
But Jonathan Saul's son delighted much in David: and Jonathan told David, saying, Saul my 
father seeketh to kill thee: now therefore, I pray thee, take heed to thyself until the morning, and 
abide in a secret place, and hide thyself:  
I Sam. 19:4-6 
¶And Jonathan spake good of David unto Saul his father, and said unto him, Let not the king sin 
against his servant, against David; because he hath not sinned against thee, and because his 
works have been to thee-ward very good: For he did put his life in his hand, and slew the 
Philistine, and the Lord wrought a great salvation for all Israel: thou sawest it, and didst rejoice: 
wherefore then wilt thou sin against innocent blood, to slay David without a cause? And Saul 
hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan: and Saul sware, As the Lord liveth, he shall not be slain.  
I Sam. 19:9 
And the evil spirit from the Lord was upon Saul, as he sat in his house with his javelin in his hand: 
and David played with his hand.  
I Sam. 19:10 
And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with the javelin; but he slipped away out of 
Saul's presence, and he smote the javelin into the wall: and David fled, and escaped that night.  
I Sam. 28:5-7 
And when Saul saw the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart greatly trembled. And 
when Saul inquired of the Lord, the Lord answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor 
by prophets. ¶Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I 
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may go to her, and inquire of her. And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a woman that 
hath a familiar spirit at Endor.  
I Sam. 28:12-13 and (to ?) 
and the woman spake to Saul, saying, Why hast thou deceived me? for thou art Saul. And the 
king said unto her, Be not afraid: for what sawest thou?  
I Sam. 28:19-20 (to 2nd ,) 
Moreover the Lord will also deliver Israel with thee into the hand of the Philistines: and to-morrow 
shalt thou and thy sons be with me: the Lord also shall deliver the host of Israel into the hand of 
the Philistines. Then Saul fell straightway all along on the earth, and was sore afraid,  
I Sam. 31:1-3 
Now the Philistines fought against Israel: and the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, 
and fell down slain in mount Gilboa. And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and upon his 
sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Melchishua, Saul's sons. And the 
battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit him; and he was sore wounded of the archers.  
I Sam. 31:5-6 
And when his armourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell likewise upon his sword, and died 
with him. So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armourbearer, and all his men, that same day 
together.  
II Sam. 1:11-12 
Then David took hold on his clothes, and rent them; and likewise all the men that were with him: 
And they mourned, and wept, and fasted until even, for Saul, and for Jonathan his son, and for 
the people of the Lord, and for the house of Israel; because they were fallen by the sword.  
II Sam. 1:27 
How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war perished!  
Isa. 30:1 
Woe to the rebellious children, saith the Lord, that take counsel, but not of me; and that cover 
with a covering, but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin:  
Isa. 30:9 
That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the Lord:  
Isa. 30:13, 15, 18, 21 
Therefore this iniquity shall be to you as a breach ready to fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose 
breaking cometh suddenly at an instant. And he shall break it as the breaking of the potters' 
vessel that is broken in pieces. For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and 
rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not.  
¶And therefore will the Lord wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be 
exalted, that he may have mercy upon you: for the Lord is a God of judgment: blessed are all 
they that wait for him.  
And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn 
to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left.  
II Sam. 22:29, 30 
For thou art my lamp, O Lord; and the Lord will lighten my darkness. For by thee I have run 
through a troop: by my God have I leaped over a wall.  
II Sam. 23:1 
Now these be the last words of David. David the son of Jesse said, and the man who was raised 
up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel, said,  
II Sam. 23:4 he 
he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds; as 
the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain.  
Is 24: 10 The city of confusion is broken down 
I Cor. 14:33 
For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.  
I Pet. 2:1-2 
Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil 
speakings, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:  
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I Pet. 2:5-6 
Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, 
Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not 
be confounded.  
 
 
SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES, by Mary Baker Eddy 
SH 82:31-83:2 
In a world of sin and sensuality hastening to a greater development of power, it is wise earnestly 
to consider whether it is the human mind or the divine Mind which is influencing one.  
SH 83:6-9 
Science only can explain the incredible good and evil elements now coming to the surface. 
Mortals must find refuge in Truth in order to escape the error of these latter days.  
SH 65:13-16 
The broadcast powers of evil so conspicuous to-day show themselves in the materialism and 
sensualism of the age, struggling against the advancing spiritual era.  
SH 65:20-25 
There will ensue a fermentation over this as over many other reforms, until we get at last the 
clear straining of truth, and impurity and error are left among the lees. The fermentation even of 
fluids is not pleasant. An unsettled, transitional stage is never desirable on its own account.  
SH 102:23-103:2 
The following is an extract from the Boston Herald: “Mesmerism is a problem not lending itself to 
an easy explanation and development. It implies the exercise of despotic control, and is much 
more likely to be abused by its possessor, than otherwise employed, for the individual or society."  
Mankind must learn that evil is not power. Its so-called despotism is but a phase of nothingness. 
Christian Science despoils the kingdom of evil, and pre-eminently promotes affection and virtue 
in families and therefore in the community.  
SH 104:13 
Christian Science goes to the bottom of mental action, and reveals the theodicy which 
indicates the rightness of all divine action, as the emanation of divine Mind, and the consequent 
wrongness of the opposite so-called action, — evil, occultism, necromancy, mesmerism, animal 
magnetism, hypnotism.  
SH 403:2-7 
The great difference between voluntary and involuntary mesmerism is that voluntary mesmerism 
is induced consciously and should and does cause the perpetrator to suffer, while self-
mesmerism is induced unconsciously and by his mistake a man is often instructed.  
SH 403:11 
In reality, both have their origin in the human mind, and can be healed only by the divine Mind.  
SH 187:22 
There is no involuntary action. The divine Mind includes all action and volition, and man in 
Science is governed by this Mind.  
SH 209:5 
Mind, supreme over all its formations and governing them all, is the central sun of its own systems 
of ideas, the life and light of all its own vast creation; and man is tributary to divine Mind.  
SH 536:8 
The divine understanding reigns, is all, and there is no other consciousness.  
SH 248:19-29 
Do you not hear from all mankind of the imperfect model? The world is holding it before your 
gaze continually. The result is that you are liable to follow those lower patterns, limit your life-
work, and adopt into your experience the angular outline and deformity of matter models. To 
remedy this, we must first turn our gaze in the right direction, and then walk that way. We must 
form perfect models in thought and look at them continually, or we shall never carve them out 
in grand and noble lives.  
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SH 21:15-22:10 
If my friends are going to Europe, while I am en route for California, we are not journeying 
together. We have separate time-tables to consult, different routes to pursue. Our paths have 
diverged at the very outset, and we have little opportunity to help each other. On the contrary, 
if my friends pursue my course, we have the same railroad guides, and our mutual interests are 
identical; or, if I take up their line of travel, they help me on, and our companionship may 
continue.  
Being in sympathy with matter, the worldly man is at the beck and call of error, and will be 
attracted thitherward.  
Vibrating like a pendulum between sin and the hope of forgiveness, — selfishness and sensuality 
causing constant retrogression, — our moral progress will be slow. Waking to Christ's demand, 
mortals experience suffering. This causes them, even as drowning men, to make vigorous efforts 
to save themselves; and through Christ's precious love these efforts are crowned with success.  
SH 22:18-20 
When the smoke of battle clears away, you will discern the good you have done, and receive 
according to your deserving.  
SH 21:9 
If the disciple is advancing spiritually, he is striving to enter in. He constantly turns away from 
material sense, and looks towards the imperishable things of Spirit. If honest, he will be in earnest 
from the start, and gain a little each day in the right direction, till at last he finishes his course with 
joy.  
SH 480:10-12 
Consciousness, as well as action, is governed by Mind, — is in God, the origin and governor of all 
that Science reveals.  
SH 467:9 
It should be thoroughly understood that all men have one Mind, one God and Father, one Life, 
Truth, and Love. Mankind will become perfect in proportion as this fact becomes apparent, war 
will cease and the true brotherhood of man will be established. Having no other gods, turning to 
no other but the one perfect Mind to guide him, man is the likeness of God, pure and eternal, 
having that Mind which was also in Christ.  
SH 469:30-470:5 
With one Father, even God, the whole family of man would be brethren; and with one Mind and 
that God, or good, the brotherhood of man would consist of Love and Truth, and have unity of 
Principle and spiritual power which constitute divine Science.  
SH 55:15-22 
Truth's immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick and 
sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of 
Christ and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God's omnipotence and the 
healing power of the divine Love in what it has done and is doing for mankind. The promises will 
be fulfilled.  
 
 
 
 


